31/ 08/ 1997

PM t hanks public for Merdeka cards

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
t hanked the peopl e who sent himgreeting cards on the occasi on of
Mal aysi a's 40t h Nati onal Day.

"I have received many greeting cards fromnenbers of the public. | have
tried to reply to all but there are too many. So | would just like to
t hank everyone," he told reporters.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir received a Merdeka card signed by 267 students of
Kol ej Yayasan Saad in Mal acca. The card, addressed to the Prine M nister
and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali, was hand-delivered by
coll ege principal Rami Midin who was acconpani ed by 40 students.

Meanwhi | e, congratul atory nessages kept pouring in.

Tonga Prime M nister Baron Vaea in his congratul atory nessage to Dr
Mahat hir prayed that prosperity and peace in Ml aysia would prevail.

Tuvalu Prinme Mnister Bikenibeu Paeniu in a simlar nessage said his
country valued the cordial relations between the two countries and | ooked
forward to collaborating in training and educati on.

DAP secretary general LimKit Siang in his National Day nessage urged
the Governnment to launch an "IT For All" canpai gn

Aliran president P. Ranakri shnan said everyone shoul d be grateful that
Mal aysi ans were by and | arge tol erant, caring, hardworking and i nnovati ve.
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