13/ 01/ 1997
PMto neet industry giants' |eaders on MsC

Must apha Kami| in Los Angel es

LOS ANGELES, Sun: Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s arrival
here today will effectively flick on the switch to Malaysia's anbitious
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) project.

After nonths of planning, the project will nove closer to realisation
with observers saying the progranme for his visit here "has not quite been
attenpted before in the el ectronics and comuni cati ons i ndustry”.

The first meeting of the MSC s International Advisory Panel (1AP) wll
mark the first time that so many captains of the industry, many of whom
are rivals, will sit in the sanme roomto discuss a commbn project.

The Prime M nister is expected to announce the conposition of the pane
during his visit here.

The MSC - a 15-by-50 km zone stetching fromthe Kuala Lunmpur City Centre
to the new admini strative centre of Putrajaya and the Kual a Lunpur
International Airport in Sepang - is specifically ained at housing
conpani es that devel op and use cutting edge nultinedi a technol ogi es.

The MSC wi Il be equi pped with a high-capacity gl obal tel econrunications
and logistics infrastructure, at the centre of which is a 2.5-10 gigabit
optic-fibre network.

The project will also involve the enactnment of new |l aws to encourage
el ectronic comerce, devel opnment of multinmedia applications, and to
protect intellectual property rights.

Al so conceived for the MSC are carefully planned "intelligent" working
and living environnents conducive for creative activities.

The |1 AP neeting on Thursday will discuss, anmong other things, its role
in the devel opment of the MSC. There will al so be discussions on cyberl aws
and "soft infrastructure" required for the project.

In addition, issues related to the devel opnent of an electronic
governnent are expected to feature in the meeting.

It is understood that the Governnent wants to see at | east seven
mul ti medi a networks in operation in the country by the year 2000.

Apart from an el ectronic governnent, the six other flagship applications
are tel emedi cine, smart schools, research and devel opnment clusters,
wor | dwi de manuf act uri ng webs, borderl ess marketing centres and a
revol uti onary national multi-purpose card.

Wil e details of the national smartcard project has yet to be announced,
it is believed to involve the devel opnent of a single all-purpose
identification card that will do away with the need to carry a nmultitude
of cards and identification papers.

Serving to speed up MBC s devel opnent is an attractive package of fisca
i ncentives, backed by the Ml aysian Governnent's Bill of Guarantees, that
will be awarded to conpani es operating within the corridor.

During his visit, Dr Mahathir is al so expected to be engaged in severa
cl osed-door neetings with Anerican corporate chief executives. He wll
al so witness signings of a nunber of nenoranduns of understandi ng between
Mal aysi an and American parties.

Bernama reports: Miulti-billionaire Bill Gates, founder and CEO of
M crosoft, is unable to attend the | AP neeting but is schedul ed to neet
one-on-one with Dr Mahathir on Wdnesday. He al so plans to attend ot her
MSC neetings pl anned during the year.

The nmenbership of the AP, which will be chaired by Dr Mahathir, is
expected to include Janes Barksdal e of Netscape, Larry Ellison of Oacle,



Louis Gerstner of IBM Fred d uck of Bechtel, Nobuyuki I|dei of Sony, Bon
Moo Koo of LG Group, Noboru M yawaki of NTT, Eckhard Pfeiffer of Conpaq,
Lewis Platt of Hew ett Packard, Gary Tooker of Mtorola, and Stan Shi h of
Acer.

Dr Mahathir, who is acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohaned Ali, has a heavy schedul e ahead of himduring his week-1ong
working visit to Los Angel es and the Silicon Valley.

In Los Angeles, he is scheduled to tour the Todd- AO novi e studio, view
mul ti medi a technol ogi es by EDS for el ectronic governnment, address the
Hol | ywood comrunity, and nmeet and break his fast with the Ml aysi an
conmunity in California at the Al -Khatab Msque.

Dr Mahathir also plans to neet |ocal business |eaders and hold a
di al ogue session with Mal aysian students at the University of California.

On Wednesday, the Mal aysian entourage will head for Stanford University
in Palo Alto where the Prime Mnister will talk to potential investors and
hol d a di al ogue session with Ml aysi an students. On Thursday, he chairs
the | AP neeting and | aunches the "El ectroni ¢ Governnent."

Anmong others in the Prime Mnister's del egation are Chief Secretary to
t he Government Datuk Abdul HalimAli and Finance Mnistry Secretary-
General Tan Sri Cifford Herbert.

Fromthe US, Dr Mahathir will visit Japan before | eaving for Kual a
Lunpur on January 20. He is schedul ed to address Japanese chi ef executive
of ficers on the MSC and to hold discussions with selected industry players
i n Tokyo.
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