31/ 08/ 1997

PMto hold nmeeting with nuftis

|POH, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will neet all
State nmuftis on Tuesday to discuss their role in the adm nistration of
Islamic laws and the issuing of fatwas (rulings).

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment, Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d
O hman, said the neeting woul d al so di scuss the differences in the
i npl ementati on of Syariah |aws in each State, including the
adm ni strative, enforcenent, legal, judiciary and fatwa aspects of the
Syari ah | aws.

He said the neeting was needed because the Governnent had decided to
review the enforcenment of the Syariah laws and the role and jurisdiction
of mufti and religious officials.

He, however, said it was not the Government's intention to curb the role
and activities of the nuftis but to ensure that the fatwa was i npl enent ed
wi thin the mai nstream of the Government and al so that the fatwa woul d not
be abused.

He said this after opening the State | evel religious teachers' sem nar
t oday.

Dr Mahathir said yesterday in Kelantan that the Governnent woul d propose
to the Rulers that any fatwa by the mufti be referred to a speci al
comm ttee not headed by a nufti to enable the menbers to discuss the fatwa
before enforcing it.

Currently a mufti, as in the case of the Federal Territory, is also the
chai rman of the special conmittee to study the fatwa.

Abdul Ham d said the Governnent would not stop the nmufti fromi ssuing
fatwas but the inplenmentation and when it should be enforced nust be |eft
to the Government.

This was to ensure that certain procedures were observed in issuing
fatwas so that their inplenmentati on would not paint a negative inmage of
the religion.

"The Governnent al so does not want inplenentation of the fatwas to stray
fromthe mai nstream of |slamc teachings within the Governnent's
adm ni stration,"” he said.

Abdul Ham d said al though fatwas i ssued were in accordance with Islamc
| aws, some could not be inplenmented now as it would confuse the people.

Citing an exanple, he said there was a fatwa on conpul sory Friday
prayers and what clothes Islamc wonmen were all owed to wear, but this was
not enforced because Miuslins were aware of their responsibilities.

Abdul Hanmid al so said the Government did not question the know edge and
wi sdomof the nmufti but that certain procedures were needed to ensure that
Islamc | aws were not m sinterpreted.

Earlier in his speech, Abdul Hanmid said the Governnment woul d study the
role of religious teachers, particularly "guru takmr" (religious teachers
who hol d cl asses in nosques after prayers).
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