29/ 07/ 1997

PMto raise currency issue at Apec talks

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is expected to bring up the
i ssue of specul ative attacks on regional currencies in the Asia-Pacific
Econom ¢ Co-operation nmeeting in Vancouver in Novenber.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said Dr Mahat hir gave
this commtnent after a courtesy call by del egates attendi ng the Post -

M nisterial Conference at the Prine Mnister's Department yesterday.

"One of the Foreign Mnisters said the PMC was not the right forumto
di scuss the currency issue and suggested that it be di scussed at Apec
instead. Dr Mahathir agreed to do so."

Abdul | ah al so said India's Finance Mnister and acting M nister of
External Affairs P. Chidanbaramcalled for evidence of currency attacks,
al | egedly by George Soros, be tabled for further action.

Abdul | ah was speaking after co-chairing a discussi on between Asean and
Canada with Canada's Foreign Affairs Mnister Ll oyd Axworthy at Sunway
Lagoon Resort Hotel.
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