17/ 08/ 1997

PMto open biggest Sabah Umo convention today

KOTA KINABALU, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wil |
open the | argest ever Sabah Umo convention tonmorrow amid a stable
political clinmate.

Runoburs of early state el ections have faded into the background even as
the opposition tried to capitalise on it. The present Sabah State
Legi sl ative Assenmbly ends its termin March 1999.

The three-day convention, thened Towards appreciation of the party
culture, is seen as inportant for enhancing the solidarity and spirit of
the party nenbers.

It would also be right on target with the party leaders' calls for a
change in the state's political culture.

I nformati on Chi ef Datuk Karim Ghani said nore than 1,500 del egates are
expected to attend the convention where they woul d discuss the party's
performance i n Sabah together with vari ous other political and economc
i ssues.

"Del egates chosen from each division would be given 15 mnutes to air
their views on various issues in the state," he said.

As of two years ago, Sabah Umo's 360, 000 nenbership was the | argest
anong all the states in the country.

Umo spread its wings to Sabah in February 1991, a few nonths after
Parti Bersatu Sabah | eft the Barisan Nasional .

In a year, it had registered nore than 200, 000 nmenbers becom ng one of
the states with the | argest nenbership.

In March 1994, Sabah Ummo and ei ght other BN conponent parties formed a
coalition state governnent after the PBS lost the majority it won a nonth
before, after several of its elected representatives switched canps to the
BN.

The new state government brought along with it a rotational systemfor
the chief m nistership anong the MuslimBuni putera, non-MislimBum putera
and Chi nese communities in Sabah. - Bernanmm
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