11/ 08/ 1997
PMto | aunch | T awareness drive

Khai run Nazi rah

BAGAN DATOH, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad wil |

| aunch a nati onwi de I nformation Technol ogy awar eness canpai gn to educate
the people on the topic at the end of the nonth.

Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mohanmed Rahmat said the campaign, jointly
organi sed by his mnistry, Mnos Berhad and the Mil ti medi a Devel opnent
Council was to ensure that |IT becane a way of |ife anbng Ml aysi ans.

He said once the canpai gn was | aunched, Dr Mahat hir would go on
television and radio's prime tine to talk to the people on what I T was al
about and how they could contribute towards making it a success for the
country.

"The people nust realise that IT is here and that it is going to be part
ofour life as it will steer our country towards the next nmillennium" he
said after launching a series of programmes to mark Bagan Dat oh's 100-year
cel ebrati ons today.

Mohaned added that even the print nedia would be directed to focus on IT
events and topics while the business sector woul d have to gear towards | T-
orientated i nvestnents.

"The main infrastructure is there, so all that is needed is to bring in
the investnment to conplenent the project,” he said.

Moharmed agreed that there were some negative aspects on the Internet as
such material could not be bl ocked.

"However, we are taking steps to overcone this and if the whole world
put their mnds together we will come up with a way of putting a stop to
the negative elenents," he said.

He added that in the neantinme the Governnent had decided to allow free
flow of information through the Internet.

"What is inmportant is that we want to prove to the world that we can
take the | ead when we set up our Multimedia Super Corridor and we are
serious in making it a success,” he said.

Earlier, Mhanmed said Mal aysia, which is enjoying racial harnony,
political and economic stability, lowinflation rate and zero unenpl oynent
was t he envy of many devel oped nati ons.

"Wher ever our | eaders go they are asked how Mal aysi a has managed to
achieve all these despite having a nulti-racial population and in fact
some have even sent their officials here to learn fromus," he said.

Mal aysi a has now earned the respect of several countries and its people
can hold their heads up high and be proud to be Ml aysi ans.

Meanwhi | e, Bagan Dat oh Menber of Parliment and Umo Youth Chief Datuk
Ahmad Zahi d Hanmidi call ed on Bagan Dat oh residents who had carved a name
for thensel ves in the business and corporate world or who are currently
hol ding top positions in the public sector to return to their honetown
during the centenary cel ebrati ons.

Several programmes including sales, exhibitions, talks, foruns and
tel emat ches, have been lined up until Sept 1 in conjunction with the
cel ebrati ons.
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