07/ 01/ 1997

PMto announce menbers of panel for MSC

PETALI NG JAYA, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is
expected to announce the nenbers of the distinguished Internationa

Advi sory Panel for the Multimedi a Super Corridor when he | eaves for the
United States this nonth.

Mul ti nmedi a Devel opment Cor poration chairman and chief executive Tan Sri
O hrman Yeop Abdul | ah said today 25 people, who are |leading figures in the
| ocal and gl obal multimedia industries, have been selected to sit on the
panel

"They are fromall over the world," he told reporters after giving a
briefing on the MSC to nenbers of the Ml aysian National Conputer
Confederation at PJ Hilton today.

Dr Mahathir is | eading a high-level delegation to the United States on
Jan 13 as part of a continuous effort to pronote the MSC s key idea to
t echnol ogy comnpani es.

The del egation is expected to stop over in Los Angeles to attend an
i ndustry nmeeting at the University of California and proceed to San
Franci sco where Dr Mahathir will chair the | AP neeting at the Stanford
Uni versity.

The | AP was set up to help the Governnent to fornul ate guidelines for
t he MSC.

On the multi-nedia university, OGhman sai d Renong woul d be providing
RML20 nmillion for the project. Tel ecommunications giant, NIT of Japan,
will also be financing part of the project.

O hman said the first intake for the university would be in Cctober.

For a start, the university would be housed at Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd's
Engi neeri ng Technol ogy I nstitute in Bangi.

"There are a few universities which are assisting us in fine-tuning the
programres and by seconding their teachers to the Miultinedia University.

"The universities include the Waterl oo University and Sinon Frazer
Uni versity in Canada. Negotiations are al so under way w th other
institutions, including Stanford,” he said.

In his briefing, Ohman said three Bills to support conpanies
undertaking nultimedia conmerce in Mal aysia would be tabled in the March
Parl i anment seating.

The proposed |laws - The Digital Signatures Cyberlaw, the Miltinedia
Intell ectual Property Cyberlaw and the Conputer Crine Cyberlaw - have
al ready been approved by the Cabinet.

Anong others, the Digital Signatures Cyberlaw enabl es busi nesses and the
community to use electronic signatures instead of their handwitten ones
in legal and busi ness transactions.

The Multinedia Intellectual Property Cyberlaw gives nmultinmedia

devel opers full intellectual property protection through the on-1line
registration of works, licensing and royalty collection.

The Conputer Crinme Cyberlaw provides |aw enforcers with a framework that
defines illegal access, interception, and use of conputers and

i nformation; and standards for service providers.
The MDC is also drafting provisions for the Multimedi a Convergence Act,
t he Tel enedi ci ne Devel opnent Cyberl aw and the El ectroni c Gover nnment
Cyber| aw.
( END)
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