22 JUL 1997
Mahat hi r - Asean
PM TO DI SCUSS CAMBODI AN CRISIS WTH ASEAN FOREI GN M NI STERS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 22 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that he will hold discussions with the Asean
Foreign Mnisters on the Canbodi an crisis.

The di scussions woul d determ ne the next course of action to be taken
regardi ng Canbodia's entry into Asean, he told reporters on his return here
after a two-nonth vacation abroad.

The Asean Foreign Mnisters are scheduled to call on Dr Mahathir on
Thursday, before the opening of the annual Asean Mnisterial Meting (AMM.
So far, the status of Canbodia as "observers" in the AMM has not been
deci ded. Yesterday, Foreign Mnistry Secretary-General Datuk Abdul Kadir

Mohaned said that the matter would be discussed by the Asean Foreign
M ni sters tonorrow.

The Asean Foreign Mnisters deferred Canbodia's entry into Asean at
their neeting on July 10 following the |eadership crisis in Phnom Penh
whi ch saw the ouster of first prine mnister Prince Norodom Ranarridh by
second prinme mnister Hun Sen.

Phnom Penh attended the AMM as "observers" for the past three years. --
BERNANMA
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