05/ 02/ 1997
PMto chair neeting on social ills anbng youths

Marina Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Menteris Besar, Chief Mnisters and Religi ous
Departnent officials fromall States will attend the special neeting
tonmorrow to di scuss causes and find solutions to the increasing social
probl ens affecting youths.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman
said today the neeting, which would be held at Pusat |Islam would be
chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad.

It will also be attended by his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who is
chai rman of the Cabinet Committee on Social I11s.

"The non-MuslimChief Mnisters will send (Muslin) representatives,"”
Abdul Hami d said after presenting contributions worth nore than RVB, 000
fromthe Islanmic Wlfare Society, or Perkim to 66 i nmates of the Sel angor
Cheshire Hone in Sel ayang.

On Saturday, Anwar said the neeting had been called follow ng increasing
reports of social problens affecting the youths, especially those in the
Kl ang Val | ey.

A study in the Klang Valley | ast year reveal ed shocking statistics on
i ndi sci pline anong yout hs.

Anwar had said the problens affecting youths in the Kl ang Vall ey
i ncl uded gangsteri sm dadah abuse and sexually transmtted di seases
i ncl udi ng Al DS

Earlier, Abdul Hami d said Perkim s contribution to a nulti-racial,
mul ti-religious organisation |like the Cheshire Home was a sign that
Mal aysi ans were able to distinguish between social and religious
activities.

Only with such understandi ng and religious tol erance, he said, could
Mal aysi ans have a har noni ous soci ety.

"For exanple, if we have an electrical problemin a nosque, it is not
necessary to call only Muslimelectricians to fix it.

"We can call non-Miuslimelectricians and even have non-Misli mguests
visiting our nosques since they are not taking part in the prayers,” he
sai d.

Per ki m secret ary-general Yaakob Lazimsaid the contributions were part
of the body's nationw de annual collection for charity.

"This year we have col | ected RVb60, 000, conpared to | ast year's total of
RMB0, 000, " he said, adding that this anbunt was di vided anong State Perkim
chapters to be distributed at their discretion.

The 66 Cheshire Hone i nmates recei ved RM30 and a food hanper each, he
sai d, adding that the other Klang Vall ey beneficiary was the Kual a Lunpur
Rot ary- Perki m Rehabi litation Centre in Sentul.
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