20/ 02/ 1997

PMto open Genting Skyway

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Genting Skyway, the |ongest cable car systemin
Sout heast Asia, will be officially opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in Genting Hi ghl ands on Fri day.

Running 3.38km it is the fastest and nost advanced nono cabl e car
systemin the world.

It is operated on the detachable circul ati ng ropeway system

The cabl e cars can whi sk 2,000 passengers per hour fromits station in
Goht ong Jaya to the new Hi ghl ands Hotel in just 11 nminutes conpared to a
bus ride of 25 to 35 mnutes.

The skyway has 100 cabi ns, or gondol as, manufactured by Leitner SPA of
Italy. Each cabin seats eight people. Eighty of the gondolas will be
online and 20 at the station.

Passengers can enjoy a panoranic view of tenperate flora.

The RML28 million Genting Skyway was built to reduce traffic congestion
to and fromthe resort.

Passengers will be given free rides until March 31, after which RV will
be charged for a one-way trip.

Dr Mahathir will al so open the Hi ghl ands Hotel which joins the Genting
Hot el , Resort Hotel, Thene Park Hotel and Awana Tower Hotel .

It was built at RW39 nmillion and cuts a najestic figure in the
mount ai n' s skyline.

A hundred and si xty slope patterns were anal ysed by buil di ng engi neers
before the best one was chosen. The buil ding was then anchored into a rock
bed at a depth of 45 nmetres, with nore than 600 anchors averagi ng three
netres each.

The hotel, about a year old, won the Award of Special Merit for
geot echni cal engineering. It has a bowing alley, fast food outlet and
snooker centre.

Dr Mahathir will also witness the handing over of fire service
responsibility fromthe Genting H ghlands fire station to the Governnent.

The resort will hand over two fire engines, costing RMB million, to the
Governnent on that day.
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