10/ 01/ 1997
PM unhappy over spread of punk culture

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh

SINTOK, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad t oday
expressed hi s unhappi ness over the spread of punk culture anong Ml aysi an
yout hs, saying it would not bring any benefit to the country.

Speaking to sonme 2,000 Universiti Utara Ml aysi a under graduat es duri ng
his visit to the canpus, the Prinme Mnister said he could not understand
why sone yout hs were apeing such a dunb Western cul ture.

"W read reports about the punk culture in Mal aysia, that for no reason,
yout hs put glue on their hair so that they | ook |ike Red Indians.

"We don't need punk culture. It is stupid ... we see the whites (orang
putih) doit, we ape them... the white people do sonething stupid, we
enmulate them... they drink liquor, we drink liquor ... they snoke drugs,

we al so snoke drugs."

The Prime M nister said one of the reasons why the people were
vul nerabl e to the unhealthy culture was because they suffered froman
inferiority conplex which nmade themfeel it was necessary to do what those
in the Wst were doing.

"We nust not |ook at themas a nodel. We can enulate what is good in
their good cul ture but not copy everything.

"What's the benefit of the punk culture to the country?" asked the Prine
M ni ster.

"They are very boastfful (referring to punk youths in Kuala Lunpur)....
They want to beat people if people do sonething to them"

Utusan Malaysia, in its special report yesterday, said there were
several groups of youths in Kuala Lunpur who aped the punk and ski nhead
cul ture.

Dr Mahathir al so said the decadence of Western culture was one of the
reasons why the Government had fornul ated the Look East Policy so that
Mal aysi ans could |l earn the discipline of the Koreans and Japanese in
devel oping their countries.

The Prime M nister hoped the undergraduates woul d acquire such
discipline for the wellbeing of the country.

"There is nothing in this world that we cannot achieve if we have
di scipline,” he added.

Dr Mahathir al so said Mal aysians at all |evels nust strive to inprove
thei r managenent skills and capability in order for the country to achieve
devel oped nation status by the year 2020.

He said al t hough Mal aysi a had achi eved far nore than other nations, its
current achi evenents had not reached maxi num| evel .

Dr Mahathir said the country needed to inprove the peoples' managenent
skills as good managenent was the key to success.

He cited Genting Bhd chairman Tan Sri Lim Goh Tong as an exanple of a
successful manager who had worked his way up froma | abourer to becone a
mllionaire.

"He cane to Malaysia fromChina as a | abourer and is nowa mllionaire
because of his good nanagenent skills," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so reni nded t he undergraduates of the inportance of
discipline in order to be successful in life.

He said they nust renmenber that even if they had the nmanagenent skills,
they m ght not be successful if they |acked discipline.

Later, Dr Mahathir planted a hopiea odorata tree at the canpus.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, Health M nister



Dat uk Chua Jui Meng, Universiti Uara Ml aysia vice-chancellor Datuk Dr
Shanmsuddi n Kassi m Kubang Pasu district officer Datuk Abu Bakar Yaacob,
State Exco nenbers and Assenbl ymen.
Dr Mahathir then toured the canpus before visiting Sriwani Hol di ngs
Berhad' s Bl ack Forest Golf and Country Resort in Bukit Kayu Hitam
( END)
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