05/ 08/ 1997

PM urges Mal aysians to acquire flying culture

LANGKAW, Mon. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has cal |l ed
on Mal aysians to acquire and develop the flying culture by venturing
beyond nere flying and to indul ge i n understanding aircraft mechanics.

"W want to stinulate interest in flying, especially anong the young,
but beyond that we want to stinulate interest in construction,
under standi ng how aircraft are designed, built and howthey fly in the air
and how to control the aircraft.

"We Mal aysians in particular are way behind many countries," he said
when speaki ng at the | aunchi ng of the Langkawi Oshkosh East Fly-In
convention and exhi bition near the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre
i n Padang Matsirat today.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent hoped the event, the first in Asia and
nodel | ed after the Gshkosh Fly-In in Wsconsin, the United States, would
generate interest anong the young to start flying and to stinmulate their
interest in aircraft construction and design.

He said the event was al so a chance for nore Mal aysians to get to know
flying at a very | ow cost.

"Wt can start with light aircraft before we graduate to other aircraft
and | ater perhaps we can fly the 747. But everything has to progress step
by step.

"When we start with light aircraft, flying beconmes rmuch easier |ater on,
but there is no guarantee that there will be no accidents unless you are
really careful,” he said

Dr Mahathir likened the experinmental aircraft on display at the event to
"smal |l flying contraptions" and "pieces of alum niumtied together” that
"fly around rather happily".

"These experinmental aircraft do not conformto the standards required by
the Departnent of Civil Aviation for normal aircraft.

"OfF course thereis alittle danger but everything is dangerous in this
world. In fact, in Malaysia, nore people get killed on the highway than in
aircraft accidents,” he said, adding in jest that as a doctor, he could
say that nore people died in bed than anywhere el se.

"Flying is dangerous if you do not pay attention to what you are doing
and it is unforgiving in the sense that if you mss out certain things you
may end up in an unconfortable position.

"I woul d advi se people interested in flying to understand the culture,”
he said, adding it was not the sane culture as professed by Ml aysi an
lorry drivers who could not care less if they were involved in accidents
as they were in a vehicle which was bigger than the rest, only others
woul d get hurt.

However, the Prime Mnister said if one was unwilling to try and
experinent, one would never nmake any progress.

Dr Mahathir also related his experience flying inverted in an F-5E

fighter jet.
"The sensation | felt was that they noved Penang above ne. But the pil ot
was good and he knew howto fly the aircraft well. So |I survived."

However, Dr Mahat hir said only experts should try stunts like this.

"If no proper attention is paid, one could very quickly reach the
ground.

"You can end up in nmany pieces ... including your aircraft,” he added.

Dr Mahathir al so said that the event woul d showase the Eagle 150



aircraft which was built by a Ml aysi an conpany, Conposite Technol ogi es
Resear ch Mal aysi a.

"The parts are now produced in Ml aysia, but at the noment assenbly is
bei ng done in Australia,"” he said, adding that another conpany Phil eo

Al'lied was al ready producing sports aircraft for export to the United
St at es.

He said while all these involved only light aircraft, the industry in
Mal aysi a woul d nove step by step to eventually go for manufacturing as

wel | as produci ng conponents for conventional conmercial aircraft.
(END)
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