10/ 12/ 1997
PMwarns of threats to Islamc faith, identity, way of life

Lokman Mansor in Tehran

TEHERAN, Tues: Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today warned
Musl i mnations that they risk losing their faith, identity and way of life
if they do not rise to the challenges posed by the Informati on Age and

gl obal i sati on.

He said the speed and ease of travel and tel econmunications, and
advances in nultinedia technol ogies, wll expose the Miuslimcomunity to
an onsl aught of external influences.

"They can easily undernmine our faith or they can push us into self-
destructive extremsmor into rejection,” Dr Mahathir told | eaders of the
Organi sation of Islanmc Conference (O C) here.

The summt was earlier inaugurated by the Iranian | eader Ayatollah Seyed
Al'i Khanenei .

Dr Mahathir said if Muslimnations remain | acking in know edge in
information and nultinmedi a technol ogi es, they will be under constant
attack and be forced to retreat all the tine. Depend on the powerful, non-
Musl imforces for the know edge woul d not do.

"If we buy these skills fromthem it will be |ike purchasing defence
capabilities. We will not get what will ensure ultinmate success in the
preservation of our faith and way of life," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the danger is that, even though Mislimnations are not
far behind other nations in mastering these skills, they may nmiss the
opportunity to catch up

"If we fail this time we are going to be so disadvantaged that we will
| ose hope, becone desperate and do the very things which will ensure our
def eat and resubjugation," he said.

The Prime M nister said despite being rich in resources, Mislimnations
have been unable to put themto good use, to serve and defend Islam and
I slamic countries agai nst their enem es.

"Such is the state of our countries that the best of our people migrate
and contribute to the wealth of know edge and skills of the countries of
their domicile, often those which are hostile to us,"” he said.

This is partly due to the lack of facilities in their home countries for
these people to apply their considerable talents.

"We shoul d shel ve our own quarrels in order to present a united front in
the face of the conbined threats. W should not be our own eneny. Yet we
see in so many Muslimcountries fratricidal wars and instabilities which
render nost of our governnments inpotent either to devel op and conpete with
our detractors or even to govern effectively," he said.

"As a result Muslimcountries renmain |argely undevel oped and the Muslim
ummah poor, unskilled, uneducated and incapabl e of contributing positively
towards the well-being of Muslins, their faith and their countries," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Descri bing the Western style and concept of denbcracy as no better than
the feudalistic theocracy of old, the Prine Mnister said their ways nay
be different but the objective and the end result is the sane.

"They don't burn people at the stakes now but the econom c heat they
pl ace under and around their victine is no |l ess searing. It is stil
recant, submit or be liquidated."

He said systens of governnment can never be perfect and can never
guar ant ee good governance. A good governnent ultimately depends on the
quality of the people who are entrusted with ruling the country.



"And for the right quality of people we need only revert to the
teachings of our Islamic religion, the true teachings, not the teachings
which are interpreted to justify what we are doing, right or wong, good
or bad," Dr Mahathir added.

He said if Muslimnations are not sure what is nmeant by the true
teachings of Islam they need only ask thensel ves these questi ons:

"Does | sl am advocate war and vi ol ence anong Muslins, whet her as groups,
sects or nations? Does |Islam advocate oppression of the people by the
Governnent or destabilising and subverting governnments through
irresponsi bl e acts by the peopl e?

"Does |slam advocate the rejection of a good life in this world or a
good life in the hereafter, or does Islampreach hassanah in this world
and in the akhirah? Can we really say that it is our religious duty to be
poor, wi thout know edge and skills, incapable of defendi ng oursel ves
agai nst our enemes, or is it our religious duty to have wealth and
know edge and skills in order to defend the umrah agai nst our detractors,
our oppressors?

"Did the Prophet depend on the wealth and the skills of his followers or
did the Prophet buy bows and arrows, swords, horses and canels fromthose
whose nani fest objective was to nmake noney for thensel ves, or worse still
to destroy the Muslins and | sl an"

Dr Mahathir said although Muslimnations know the answers to these
questions, "at tines we still fight each other over mnor differences in
the expression of our faith".

"Wt are forever trying to outdo each other in various externa
mani f estations of religious piety, in inventing newer and nore restrictive
practices in our desire to exhibit the strength of our faith," he said.

The Prime Mnister said the practice of Islamis never rigid. There is
al ways | eeway to ensure that |slamdoes not beconme a burden to the
faithful.

"W seemto want to reject the bounties of Allah in this world,
including the faculty to think because we often consider that this world
is not for us. And because of all this, we find the ummah trodden under
and oppressed everywhere, and insults throwm at our religion while we are
conmpl etely incapabl e of doing anything to protect and saf eguard our honour
and the sanctity of Islam"”

( END)
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