28/ 05/ 1997

PMwants BN to work hard for el ections

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has asked the Barisan
Nasi onal el ection machinery to work hard for tonorrow s by-el ections for
Per mat ang st at e and Kual a Sel angor parlianentary seats.

Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid Dr Mahathir phoned
hi mfrom London to convey this nessage on Sunday ni ght.

"The fact that Dr Mahathir called me from London to inquire about the

preparations for the by-elections illustrates his great concern about our
party," Anwar said in his address to BN nenbers in Kual a Sel angor
yest er day.

Dr Mahathir is nowon a two-nonth | eave, starting from May 19.

Sel angor Menteri Besar-desi gnate Datuk Abu Hassan Omar is contesting the
Permat ang state seat. He needs to win the by-election to be the Menteri
Besar. Hi s opponent is PAS Mhd Maskuri Mardzuki

Dat uk Janmal uddi n Adnan is contesting the Kual a Sel angor seat agai nst
Ahmad Al ang, al so from PAS

The by-el ections are being held after Abu Hassan and Janal uddi n resi gned
simul taneously on May 2 in a direct swap of seats after Abu Hassan was
naned to replace Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhanmmad Taib as the state's new Menteri
Besar .

Under the state's constitution, a Menteri Besar nust be a nenber of the
State Legislative Assenbly. Wen naned to this position, Abu Hassan was
the Menber of Parliament for Kual a Sel angor and was the Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs Mnister.

In his nmeeting with the BN el ection machinery for the two by-el ections,
Anwar urged the voters not to take the two by-elections lightly as it wll
determ ne the el ection of the highest-ranking Sel angor | eader.

"I want to rem nd you that we (BN) have a big role in devel oping the
country and solving the country's problens,"” he said.
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