14/ 05/ 1997
PM war ns bi g- spendi ng | eaders (HL)

Tengku Sari ffuddi n; Satwant Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
action woul d be taken agai nst governnent |eaders who lead a lifestyle
beyond the incone they had decl ared when t hey were appoi nt ed.

He said action would al so be taken against themif they failed to
di sclose their assets accurately.

However, he said there was no need for Mnisters, Menteris Besar, Chief
M ni sters and Executive Councillors to nake a statutory declaration as the
existing practice was equivalent to it.

"The decl aration of assets has been going on snoothly and | amsatisfied
they are naking a true declaration,"” he said in the Dewan Negara in a
reply to a suppl enentary question by Senator IbrahimAli.

| brahi m had sai d they should make an annual statutory declaration to
ensure greater public confidence in the Governnent.

To anot her question by Senator Datuk Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman, Dr
Mahathir said it was inportant for the Governnent to have the credibility
and enjoy the confidence of the people.

In this respect, he said, governnent |eaders nust not only be clean but
al so seen to be cl ean.

"That is why we always enphasi se on the need to avoid a situation where
ot her people can accuse us of being corrupt. There nmay not be any
corruption but we are seen to be corrupt.

"Peopl e ask why we (governnment | eaders) have so nmuch noney when we
shoul d not be having that amount of noney ... probably there is a genuine
reason for having so nuch noney but for other people such a situation is
evi dence there is corruption.”

To anot her question by Ibrahi mon whether the statenent by sone Pas
menbers in Kelantan that those who support the party woul d go to heaven
was a formof corruption, Dr Mahathir said Muslinms should not be misled by
such tactics as it would undermine their faith in the religion.

"They (Pas) prom se to give sonething which they are not in a position
to give. This is worse. It undermnes our belief inlIslam.. as if they
are the registrar of heaven."

Dr Mahathir said the Pas tactic to gain support in such a manner was a
serious violation of Islamc teachings, adding the tactic was normal |y
associ ated with confidence tricksters.

"But because there are nany Muslins who have little know edge of Islam
they fall for such tricks."

Replying to Senator Yim Chee Chong, Dr Mahathir said it was up to the
Anti-Corruption Agency to investigate if there was abuse of public funds
in the purchase of shares which resulted in a | oss by the Kel antan
Gover nnent .

Dat uk Rozali |sohak, who was then Kelantan's Deputy Menteri Besar ||
had cl ai med | ast year that the Kelantan State Econom ¢ Devel oprent
Corporation had suffered | osses amobunting to RML4.3 million in the Kuala
Lunpur St ock Exchange

He had all eged that sone officers in SEDC had conducted share
transactions for the agency w thout proper authorisation. The all egations
wer e deni ed by the agency.

On the level of corruption in Kelantan, he said it was difficult to
neasur e.

"There is no dacing (a scale which is also the Barisan Nasional synbol).



If there is a scale, it will be a bit easier to nmeasure. However, | am
confident once Umo is in power in Kelantan, it will be clean."

Replying to Senator Datuk Abu Bakar Ismail, the Prime Mnister said that
bet ween 1990 and now, the ACA had arrested 301 people for giving bribes.

Dr Mahathir, who is Hone Mnister, said the Government was review ng the
| aws on corruption, particularly the sections dealing with penalties.

He said under the Prevention of Corruption Act 1961, the giver, receiver
and the internediary, could all be subjected to penalties.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said he was confident the ACA officers
had the ability to discharge their duties well.

He said the ACA had introduced various nmeasures to enable the public to
make conplaints, including a toll-free line with an officer on duty until
10pm and a Hone Page.
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