27/ 02/ 1997

PM want s wor k on nount ai n hi ghway expedited

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad wants
work on the highway [inking the three hill resorts on the Main Range to be
expedited as any delay will result in an increase in costs.

"W hope it (the EIA) can be ready earlier,” he said after chairing the
weekly Cabinet meeting at the Bukit Tinggi Resort, about 60kmfrom here.

The Prime Mnister said there were efforts to deliberately delay the
project which in turn would rmake it uneconom cal in view of escal ating
costs.

"If this is the case, the project will end up a failure."

The 240km | ong highway will |ink Genting H ghlands, Fraser's H Il and
Caneron Hi ghl ands on the peninsula' s M n Range.

Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vel lu, who was al so present, said work
on the ElA woul d begin within a nonth.

Sany Vel lu said the assessnent would be carried out by the Public Wrks
Departrment with the assistance of Mnconsult Sdn Bhd, a | ocal consultant
firmappointed by the mnistry.

"M nconsult will be engaging foreign experts to help in the assessnent.

"The conpany has yet to give ne details as to which countries the
experts will be from" he said, adding that M nconsult was a very
experienced consultant firm

The Petaling Jaya-based M nconsult was established in 1980 and is al so
one of the conpanies in the consortiumwhich will devel op Putrajaya.

The EIA will determine the inpact of the highway project on the
environnment during and after its construction, and will contain damage-
control reconmendati ons.

Sany Vellu said it was too premature to determ ne when the El A woul d be
concl uded.

"It isadifficult task. They will have to go through thick jungle and
hi gh terrain.

"M nconsult has given a tinme frame as to when it will conplete the
assessnent but | cannot say whether the study will be conpleted by then
W will have to wait until the conpany conpletes its final report.”

He gave the assurance that trees would not be unnecessarily felled
during the survey. "The survey will be made on helicopters by experts,
therefore, trees will not be cut down indiscrinmnately.”

Sany Vellu said when the EIAis conpleted, it will be submtted to the
M ni stry of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent.

"Once the report has gone through the mnistry, it will be submtted to
t he Cabi net for approval.

"Work on the highway will only begin after the Cabinet has given its
approval . "

Despite protests fromnon-governnental organisations, Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had said | ast Friday that the project would
go on.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment woul d have to all ow devel opnent on the
hi ghl ands so that all Ml aysi ans would be able to reach these pl aces.
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