19 AUG 1997
MSC- Mahat hi r
PM W LL ADDRESS NATI ON ON MSC NEXT MONTH

SHAH ALAM Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will
explain the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) concept to the people over al
tel evision and radi o channels in the mddle of next nonth.

Informati on M nister Datuk Mhaned Rahmat said today the prine
mnister's keynote address was part of the governnent's effort to counter
the canpaigns of certain parties, both within and outside the country, to
confuse the people by spreading news that the MSC would fail and was only a
pi pe- dr eam

"W feel that the prine mnister, as the founder and notivator of the
MSC, needs to explain to the people what he neans by the MSC because we see
that there are still people who do not under the MSC and worlw de canpai gns
to weaken the country's agenda," he said.

He told reporters this after launching the Information Technol ogy Week
organi sed by Institut Teknologi Mara's (I TM Information yechnol ogy and
Quantitative Science Faculty, here

The event with the thene, "IT: Approaching New M|l eniunf is ainmed at
exposing | TM students and opening their mnds to the inportance of IT.

Moharmad sought the cooperation of all private television and radio
stations to allocate prinme tine for the prine mnister to address the
nati on sinmultaneously through the government and private networks

Mohamed said it was up toe Dr Mahathir to fix the date for the address

He said the campaign to pronote the MSC was a continuous government
effort through the electronic and print nedia through programes on
face-to-face neetings.

The involvenent of all parties in the MSC canpaign was inportant to
realise the governnent's agenda to develop information technology (IT).

Moharmed said the governnment believed that |IT through the setting up of
the MSC, which focussed on nultinedia technol ogy, was the best way to
prepare the economic structure to nmake it nore progressive and conpetitive
in the world narket.

He did not see why the MSC project could not be successfully
i mpl emented when Mal aysi ans were now mature and understood and accepted the
government's programes which had proven its ability to develop the nation
for 40 years since independence.

"Wth the experience and strong spirit of Ml aysians, the MSC wil |
becone a reality," he said, adding that an | T-based econony was a new
nm | | enni um econony and Ml aysians could not run away from praticipating in
IT activities.

Mohanmed al so said that the Information Mnistry and Departnent woul d
not entertain any correspondence in English except from foreigners who did
not understand Bahasa Mal aysi a.

He said this was because there was a tendency anmpong the public to use
Engli sh when dealing with governnent departnents.

"There is this trend now that because we say that the English |anguage
is just as inportant, people deal with the governnment in English...| fee
that this does not synbolise the spirit of love for Malaysia," he said at
the | aunch.

He said that although the people were encouraged to master English,
they should respect Bahasa Ml aysia as an inportant national synbol. --
BERNANMA
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