16/ 01/ 1997
PM woos Hol | ywood entertai nment wi zards

Must apha Kami| in Los Angel es

LOS ANGELES, Wed: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, who is here to pronote
the country's Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC), yesterday cane face to face
wi th Hol | ywood' s entertai nnent w zards.

He nerged factors in outlook of the world's entertai nnent industry and
potentials to be offered by the MSC to a group of Beverly Hills
entertai nment and community | eaders at a | uncheon here.

He said while Hol |l ywood remains as the world's entertai nnent capital, it
woul d probably have to search for ways to diversify contents of its
creations frombeing just American-based to include other cultures of the
wor | d.

The Prime M nister said Holl ywood' s production is experienced in other
parts of the world only at superficial |evels, for they do not understand
plenty of the subtleties in the better Holl ywood stories.

He pointed out that this may be enough today since Hol |l ywood has been
able to plug what it lacks fromothers' point of vieww th its amazing
special effects, glitz and hi gh production val ues. However, technol ogy
will take away these advantages because matters such as special effects
can be devel oped anywhere, while digitally-devel oped action heroes may
become nore realistic in future.

Qutlining what the future may |l ook like, the Prime Mnister said
i ncreasingly affluent devel oping nations will want nore | ocal content for
their entertai nment.

"The thermes may renmain universal but Asians will increasingly prefer
entertai nment nore localised in its |anguage, nyths, characters, nusic,
al lusions and | ocations, " he said.

He added that this is becom ng visible in the nmusic scene and that
| ater, Asians would want entertainment that fulfil nore requirenents than
as mere forms of escapsim

"They are searching for a neaning and this requires a cultural context
t hat goes beyond Anerica's pop culture,” he said.

To mai ntai n dom nance, entertai nment | eaders of the 21st century nust
network with other cultural centres for content creations and the best
results would cone fromconbining Hol Il ywood' s i ngenuity and personalities
of each of the major world cultures.

In digital -based entertai nnent, he said, technol ogy woul d enabl e the
el ectronic creation of new characters that will enbody and touch deeply
t hose outsi de of Hol | ywood.

The creativity of naking stories and characters come to |life on conputer
screens, for exanple, will becone expecially valuable. In this respect, Dr
Mahat hir went on to say that three-dinmensional conputer ganes nmay be
witten by facel ess progranmers in several countries and who may never
neet each other.

Asia's major cultures have a rich history that can becone good sources
for newideas in contents. The creativity part, he said, would remain as
Hol | ywood's forte for the quality is of abundance here.

The Prime Mnister then turned to the MSC, saying that it represents a
perfect place for Holl ywood to experinent creating the world's first
mul ti-cultural content centre for digital entertainnent.

Mal aysi a, he said, can be described as in the cultural heart of Asia and
being multi-racial and harnoni ous, there is no better place to connect
Hol | ywood' s creativity with conditions that would | ocalise the



entertai nment relevant to nmuch part of the Asian continent than using the
M5C as a platform

He then went on to describe attractions within the MSC, including its
ul tra- nodern physical and soft infrastructures conbining intelligent
bui | di ngs, adequate | aws, nodern tel ecomruni cation facilities, high-speed
| and transportation, a nodern airport and environnentally conducive |iving
condi ti ons.

Answering questions later, Dr Mahathir said the MSC idea is generally
accepted by Ml aysi ans, adding that the nation realises the need to
initially bring in foreign expertise while preparing thenselves to receive
t he new t echnol ogy brought in.

On fundings for the project, he said, nmuch of it have been undertaken
since the KLCC and KLI A projects, the two maj or conponents of the MSCis
now bei ng construct ed

"There is no problemin funding as the private sector in Malaysia is
willing to undertake the rest of the physical infrastructure building in
the MSC, " he said.

( END)
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