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PM Ml timedia nation by 2020 (HL)

Must apha Kami| in Los Angel es

LOS ANGELES, Wed: The inplenentation of the Miultinmedia Super Corridor
(MsC) is only the beginning as the Government plans to turn the whole
country into a nmultinmedia corridor by the year 2020.

Qutlining plans for the MSC and the nation, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said the entire project to turn Malaysia into a
mul ti media hub will be undertaken in three stages.

In the first phase, Malaysians will learn fromtheir internationa
partners operating in the MSC, a 15km by-50km area covering the Kual a
Lunpur City Centre, Putrajaya and the new KL International Airport in
Sepang (KLIA).

The second phase will see the linking up of the MSC with "ot her islands
of excellence" within the country.

Finally, the entire nation will be transfornmed into a nultinedia super
corridor, the Prime Mnister told a gathering of Beverly Hills
entertai nment and community | eaders here on Tuesday.

The Ml timedi a Devel opnent Corp (MDC), a one-stop centre for
coordinating the project, will open 10 offices around the world over the
next two years to be near the MBC s clients.

The MDC s activities are overseen personally by Dr Mahathir, and Deputy
Prime M nister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

At a press conference at the University of California, Los Angeles, Dr
Mahat hir said the Governnent is aimng to get the rel evant cyberl aws
enact ed before year-end

On the protection of property rights, he said Malaysia will not only
enact |laws but al so ensure strong enforcenent. He acknow edged, however,
the difficulties in totally stanping out piracy.

On a regional basis, he said Malaysia will bring up issues related to
software piracy at the next Asean ninisterial neeting.

Addr essing potential investors later, Dr Mahathir said seven pil ot
applications will first be promoted within the MSC to spearhead the
proj ect's devel opment.

Mal aysi ans will be issued the world's first nulti-purpose snmart card
whi ch incorporates an individual's identification data, electronic
signature and provide himw th access to government, banking, credit,
tel ephone, transport and cl ub services.

The country will also pioneer the inplenentation of an el ectronic
governnent where the nul ti medi a- net wor ked paperl ess adm nistration centre
of Putrajaya will be linked to other governnent centres nati onw de

This will start with the Prime Mnister's Ofice, when it nbves to the
new adm ni strative centre next year, followed later by other ministries as
they relocate to Putrajaya

The Prime M nister also nentioned Mal aysia's on-going plans to develop a
conpr ehensi ve programme for smart school s.

Al'l schools will be linked to the Internet by the turn of the century
while a new curriculumis being devel oped and teachers re-trained, he
sai d.

On the nultinedia university planned for the MSC, Dr Mahathir said it
will facilitate the creation of the right workforce as well as a
col | aborative cluster of academ ¢ and corporate research and devel opnent
centres.

In addition, Malaysia will introduce tel emedi ci ne which will see, anobng



ot her things, electronic data exchange between | ocal nedical facilities
and their counterparts fromall over the world.

The MSC is al so geared towards becomnming a renote manufacturing
coordi nati on and engi neering support web that will electronically enable
compani es in high-cost countries to access plants across Ml aysia and Asi a
as "virtual" extensions of their donestic operations.

The MSC will also be turned into a marketing and nul ti medi a cust oner
service centre for electronic publishing, content |ocalisation
tel emarketing and renote custoner care for a market of sonme 2.5 billion
peopl e.

Over tine, the Prine Mnister said, these applications will generate a
mul titude of webs to forman overall MSC web that is linked to other parts
of the world.

On why international conpani es should consider investing in the MSC, he
said apart from being stable and econonically conpetitive, the nation has
the political will to ensure the project's success. The Governnent, he
added, will not allow excessive politicking to curb its plans for
devel opnent.

The MSC stands out anbng simlar projects in the world in that it does
not involve adding to or upgrading existing facilities. Instead, it is
bei ng devel oped from scratch, with brand new buildings and the latest in
infrastructure facilities.

In noting the rapid and far-reachi ng changes that advancenents in
technol ogy has brought to the world, the Prime Mnister said informtion
technol ogy in particular has effectively served to renove internationa
borders, and countries and conpanies willing to adapt to this new
devel oprment will reap the benefits.
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