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Ashraf Abdul I ah

KOTA Kl NABALU, Sun. - The sane prophets of doom who predicted that

Mal aysi a' s econony woul d overheat due to its rapid growth are now trying
to underm ne the country's econony sinply to prove that their predictions
are right.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad di sm ssed these prophets
of doom as peopl e envious of the country's achi evenents.

"They constantly tell Ml aysia to take the necessary neasures to sl ow
down the rapid devel opnent which may eventually result in the econony
overheating," he said when opening the 451-room Pronenade Hot el .

Jeal ous of Mal aysia's success, Dr Mahathir said these doonsayers were
trying their best to underm ne the Ml aysi an econony.

He sai d these peopl e had been saying constantly that Ml aysia shoul d not
grow so fast

"Ei ght per cent (annually) to themis too fast and it is causing
overheating," he said.

"Despite their advice for us to slow down, we did not slow down.

"This nmust have been frustrating to them so they underm ne our econony
by forcing down the value of our ringgit."

Dr Mahathir said despite attenpts to bring down the value of the
ringgit, the Government was confident that they woul d not cause adverse
effects to the econony.

"We can do it as long as we are able to maintain political stability and
work together. W can overcone all attenpts to underni ne our econony by
those out to prove that their prediction is right and there is a sl owdown.

"But there is no slowdown. The tower cranes all over the place are a
testinony of Malaysia's rapid devel opnent. So nuch so, tower cranes can
now become part of our trade mark," he said in jest.

On the tourismindustry, Dr Mahathir said the RML2 billion annua
revenue fromthe sector each year could inprove

In some countries, visitors nunbered nore than the popul ati on, he said.

"This means we can al so have nore visitors to Mal aysia."

Mal aysia, and in particular Sabah, has many tourist attractions. These
i ncl ude beaches, islands and forests as well as indigenous cultures and
traditions.

The Prime M nister advised those in the tourismindustry to provide the
traditional Ml aysian hospitality to visitors.

"If they are treated well, they will visit Malaysia again. In fact, they
will even persuade their friends to visit Ml aysia."

Earlier, Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said the hotel and ot her
i nfrastructure devel opments in Sabah were a testi nony of the confidence
the private sector had on the State Governnent.

International flights to Kota Ki nabal u had al so increased fromb51 in
1994 to 72 this year, he said.
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