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PM Uphold Muslimunity for growth

LANGKAW, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
toni ght Muslins shoul d avoid di scord anong t hensel ves to ensure the
country's continued spiritual and econoni c devel opnent.

He sai d besides pronoting unity anmong Muslins, co-existence with non-
Muslinms had resulted in harrmony | eading to prosperity which in turn had
enabl ed Muslinms to pursue their faith by maki ng frequent pilgrimges to
Mecca.

Speaking at a breaking of fast with the island residents at Masjid A
Sol i hi n at Kanpung Padang Lal ang, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was fortunate
that its Muslins were united despite sone political differences, unlike in
certain countries.

He pointed to a recent incident in a Muslimcountry during the fasting
nmont h, when a group of Muslims had killed fell ow Muslins over some
di f f erences.

"I'n Mal aysi a though there are sone differences, we have not reached that
stage," he said.

The Prinme M nister was happy that even the banned Al Argam novenent's
fol l owers had repent ed.

Dr Mahathir said this unity should not be taken for granted and urged
Muslinms to uphold this spirit.

"What's the point in quarrelling anong ourselves (Miuslins) as there's no
gain for anyone."

He urged the people to abide by rules and regul ati ons to ensure harnony
was mai ntai ned.

"If we do not followthe law, there will be chaos."

Dr Mahathir also urged parents to play their part in stemm ng unhealt hy
activities anmong yout hs whi ch were posing social problens to the nation.

"It is not wong to have entertai nnent but these (entertainment) outlets

shoul d not be a source of social ills and noral decay."
He said these problens could be avoided if people abided by religious
t eachi ngs.

"It is no point in pretending to be religious when the teachings are not
practised,"” he added.
Earlier, Dr Mahathir had visited devel opment works in Pul au Rebak whi ch
is being turned into a yachting resort.
(END)
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