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PM Close ties anpbng Asia-Pacific countries vita

Rose Ismail in Uan Bator, Mngolia

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said any attenpt to isol ate,
contain or ostracise any country fromplaying its rightful role in the
region's political and economic life could | ead to di scontentnent and
instability.

Speaking at an official dinner hosted by Mongolian Prinme Mnister M
Enkhasai khan yesterday, Dr Mahathir said this was why close rel ations
between all countries in the region were necessary.

Aside fromthe i medi ate econom c benefits, he said close ties would
provi de the only guarantee for genuine peace and stability in the Asia-
Paci fic region.

Mal aysi a, therefore, welconmed and supported the keen interest of
Mongolia to forge closer relations with countries in the Asia-Pacific
region, including those in Southeast Asia.

He said the region's rapid econom ¢ devel opnent nmade it not only an
i mportant nmarket of Mongolian products but also a rich source of
i nvestnent of Mongolia. "I amconfident that Mongolia's desire will be
warnly reciprocated by the countries in the region."

Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohaned
Ali, arrived here yesterday afternoon for a four-day official visit to
Mongolia. He is the first Malaysian Prime Mnister to visit this northern
Asi an country.

He was greeted by top Mongolian officials at the Buyant-Ukhaa
International Airport. The sky here, unlike in Kuala Lunpur, is dazzling
blue but a chilly autumm wi nd sneaks right to the bones.

The Prime M nister's entourage includes Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Energy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Moggie, Culture, Arts and
Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik, Agriculture Mnister Datuk Anmar
Dr Sul ai man Daud, Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Chong
Kah Ki at and Mal acca Chief M nister Datuk Abu Zahar 1thnin.

The rest include a 66-nmenber hi gh-powered busi ness del egation | ed by
Mal aysia M ni ng Corporation Berhad chi ef executive Tan Sri |brahim
Menudi n.

Today, he will neet the chairman of the State Great Hural as well as the
Presi dent of Mongolia. He will also witness the signing cerenonies for
agreenments and MoUs between Mongol i an and Ml aysi an busi nessnen.

He is also here to commenorate the 26th anni versary of the establishnent
of diplomatic relations between Ml aysi a and Mongol i a.

In his speech at the Governnment House yesterday, Dr Mahathir noted that
within the 26-year period, bilateral ties between the two countries had
devel oped gradual | y.

Now, he said, the two countries were ready to enter a new phase of
active rel ati ons.

Dr Mahathir said as Mongolia enbarked on efforts to pronote direct
foreign investnment and privatisation, he woul d encourage Ml aysi an
busi nessnen to consider investing in sectors such as tourism
transportation, tel ecommunications, mning, housing and i nfrastructure
constructi on.

He said there were already a nunber of Mal aysi an conpani es whi ch were
investing in a nodest way i n Mongoli a.



Foll owing his visit, he hoped nore woul d do the same.
( END)
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