04 APR 1997
LEAD Deno-Cri cket
POLI CE DETAI N 250 ANTI -1 SRAEL DEMONSTRATORS

KUALA LUVMPUR, April 4 (Bernamm) -- Police today detained about 250 PAS
menbers and university students for denpnstrating against the presence of
an Israeli cricket teamin Ml aysia.

Kual a Lunpur CPO Datuk Ismail Che Rus said anong those arrested was PAS
Youth secretary Mahfuz Orar, who was believed to be the masterm nd of the
denmonstration.

He said about 500 denonstrators assenbled near the main gate of
Universiti Malaya here soon after the Friday mdday prayers at a nearhy
nosque.

Thirty-four persons were arrested as police dispersed the denobnstrators
at the npsque, and another 16 surrendered thenmselves shortly after that,
Ismail told a news conference.

He said police cordoned off the nosque from 2pm as sone denonstrators
remai ned holed up there, defying police orders to surrender.

Si x denonstrators surrendered in the evening, while 195 others were
arrested at about 8.30pm

The 195 arrested at night had refused police requests to come out of
t he nbosque where they stayed for about seven hours.

I nspector-general of Police Tan Sri Rahim Noor arrived at the scene at
8.20pm and the arrests took place soon after that, Ismail said.

They were brought to the Pantai police station on five police trucks at
about 9pm he said.

"Those detained will have their statements recorded to help police in
their investigations under Section 27 of the Police Act 1960," he added

He said all the people arrested were nule.

Ismai|l said policenmen were deployed near the npbsque after authorities
received information of an inpending denponstration near the university.

He said police had to rel ease snoke bonmbs before noving in to detain
the denpnstrators. The nob then became wild and started hurling stones and
sticks at them and 22 police personnel were injured slightly.

Last week, hundreds of PAS nenbers and supporters denonstrating agai nst
the Israeli cricketers held a marching protest from Merdeka square to the
Prime Mnister's Departnent but no one was detai ned.

Ismail had earlier issued two statenents warning the public that the
police would take action against the denponstrators if they staged another
illegal assenbly.

The Israeli team taking part in the International Cricket Counci
Trophy chanpi onship played its last inning against Argentina at Victoria
Insitution this afternoon.

In KOTA BAHARU, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad descri bed
as "stupid" the actions of the denonstrators.

"This is a stupid act. W want to show the Israelis that Miuslins are
ri ght thinking people people but with this act, the objective is not net,"
he told reporters.

"W want to show that Muslinms in Ml aysia can do things without being
too enotional, but now these people go and denonstrate. This is stupid," Dr
Mahat hir said. -- BERNAMVA

NAS SK



	POLICE DETAIN 250 ANTI-ISRAEL DEMONSTRATORS (Bernama 04/04/1997)

