04 APR 1997
Denp- Cri cket
POLI CE DETAIN 49 AT ANTI -1 SRAEL DEMO

KUALA LUMPUR, April 4 (Bernama) -- Police today detai ned 49 nen, aged
between 20 and 48, for denonstrating against an Israeli team taking part
in a cricket tournanment here.

They were arrested at a mpbsque near Universiti Milaya' s nain gate
after the afternoon Friday prayer.

Kual a Lunpur CPO Datuk Ismail Che Rus said about 50 nore denonstrators
were still holed up in the nosque defying police orders to surrender.

Pol i ce cordoned of f the nbsque since 2pm

He said policenen were deployed there earlier after authorities received
i nformation of an inpending denonstration near the university.

About 500 denpnstrators conprising university students and opposition PAS
menbers assenbl ed near the university gate soon after Muslins finished the
Friday prayer at the nosque.

He said police had to rel ease snoke bonbs before noving in to detain the
denonstrators but the nob becane wild and started hurling stones and sticks
at them

"Those detained are in the Brickfields Police station and will be charged
under Section 22 of the Police Act," Isnmail told reporters at a news conferenc
e
at Pantai Police station.

Last week, hundreds of PAS nenbers and supporters denonstrating against the
Israeli cricketers held a marching protest from Dataran Merdeka to the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent but no one was det ai ned.

Ismail had earlier issued two statements warning the public that the police
woul d take action against the denpbnstrators if they staged another illega
assenbl y.

The Israeli team taking part in the International Cricket Council Trophy
chanpi onship played their last inning against Argentina at Victoria Insitution
this afternoon.

In Kota Baharu today, when Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir decl ared
open the KUB Malysia Bhd textile factory during his one-day visit there, he
expl ained the Federal Government's rationale for allowing the Israeli teamto
take part in the tournanent.

He said the international nedia, which is controlled by the Wst and the
Jews, always run down Muslim countries to the extent of conjuring an ugly inag
e
of Muslims.

"This is our chance to prove that Muslins in Ml aysia are prepared to show
western countries that the inpression created about us is not true," he said.
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