30/ 01/ 1997
Pol i ce probe into | og smuggling

Joseph Bi ngkasan; Joni st on Bangkua

KOTA Kl NABALU, Wed. - Police have formed a five-nmenber police team headed
by State Crimnal Investigation Department chief Senior Assistant
Conmi ssi oner |l Mazlan Tyan to investigate the I og snuggling activities
uncovered in Tawau recently.

State police chief Deputy Conm ssioner Datuk Maizan Shaari said the team
was now i n Tawau and expected to question several people, including
forestry officials.

The team was set up after two police reports were | odged by the Forestry
Departmment. The reports were | odged in Tawau on Jan 17 and yest erday.

"The Forestry Departnent, during its prelimnary investigation,
suspected crimnality. So, we want to probe into it," Miizan told
reporters after receiving Hari Raya cakes contributed by Petronas.

The cakes, presented by Petronas general nanager for Sabah and Labuan
Masri Yusof, will be distributed to police personnel serving at the
bor der.

Mai zan said the police investigation had no connection with probes
conduct ed by ot her departnments or agenci es.

Before this, the State Governnent had fornmed a high-level committee
headed by Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh to investigate
the matter.

The conmittee had conpleted its initial investigation and subnmitted its
report to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi myesterday.

"Qur investigation will mainly focus on deternmining if there are any
el enments of crimnality,"” Mizan said.

He said as the case was a matter of public interest, the teamwould try
to conplete the investigation as soon as possi bl e.

A Kl ang-regi stered cargo vessel Able Hel nsnen bound for Japan was
det ai ned by Forestry Departnent officials on Jan 18 near the Bakau Forest
Reserve near Sebatik Island off Tawau for allegedly attenpting to snuggle
|l ogs worth RM6 nmillion.

Atotal of 3,049 logs with a volune of 15,376 cubic netres were sei zed
inthe vicinity of the vessel.

O the total, 281 | ogs had al ready been | oaded onto the vessel and
anot her 611 had yet to be | oaded. Al so detained were 2,157 rafted | ogs.

Meanwhi | e, the Forestry Departnment will be making arrangements to
facilitate the auctioning of the I ogs on which unpaid royalty was about
RMB million.

"It is not in anyone's interests that the | ogs be kept rotting and |ying
(in Tawau) for long. It's very likely the Forestry Departnent will be
directed to auction themsoon," Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee told
t he post - Cabi net Press conference today.

Yong al so said Ghapur had tabled the investigation comrittee's reports
at the State Cabi net neeting today.

Yong al so wel coned the Deputy Prine Mnister's directive to the Anti -
Corruption Agency to assist in investigations into the | og snuggling
activities in Sabah. He said the State Government woul d assi st the ACA

Asked whether the special conmittee's report had inplicated politicians
or prom nent businessnmen in the | og srmuggling, he said: "Conpani es and
nanes of individuals were mentioned ... | do not know t hem

"Let the police and ACA investigate."
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