01/ 03/ 1997

Pol i ce question reporters over photos of student suspects

MJUAR, Fri. - Reporters fromthree Bahasa Ml aysia dailies which had
publ i shed phot ographs of school children detained for all eged dadah-rel ated
of fences were sumoned for questioning by police early this week.

The dailies, in the Feb 19 and 20 i ssues, had published photographs of
24 school children, including some in handcuffs, when they were led into
the prem ses of the Miar police station

The New Straits Times |learnt today that the police recorded statenents
fromthe reporters as to why they had taken photographs of the students.

The reporters were al so qui zzed on who had i nformed them of the arrests,
or had given themthe authorisation to photograph the students within the
police station prenises which is gazetted as a security area.

Johor police chief Datuk Zul kipli Mat Noor was unavail able for coment
today, but had said | ast Saturday that he would take note of criticismon
exposing (errant) students in public.

It is believed that this also follows an allegation that the students
were brought by the police and made to |ine up at the police station to
al | ow menbers of the nedia to take the students' photographs.

The NST understands that the police action to record statenents fromthe
reporters was believed to have stemmed fromrecent Governnent criticism
against their (police) nove to have all owed public exposure of minors in
the nedi a.

The wi de nedi a coverage on student arrests, especially follow ng the Feb
19 and 20 publications, invoked a nationw de outcry by parents, non-
governnental organi sations, the Bar Council and ot her professionals.

One of the phot ographs showed 24 students, including seven girls, being
|l ed away by police froma secondary school in Tanjung Agas for dadah and
Ecstasy pill abuse.

O her phot ographs showed 13 school children aged 11 to 17 being
handcuffed and | ed away by police, and this gave rise to a debate over
police indiscretionin this matter.

The handcuffing of school children pronpted Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to descri be the Johor police action as unnecessary,
saying that the police should have used their discretion when dealing with
j uveni | es.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Hone M nister, hoped that such action by the
police, would not recur, as it would put the children under trenmendous
pressure.

"They (the police) should not have handcuffed the school children. It
coul d be because there was no instruction on this.

"Action shoul d be taken agai nst these children (students involved in
crime) but there is no need to handcuff them The police should have used
their discretion,"” he had said.
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