20/ 06/ 1997
Pol i ce cut dadah pipeline to nightspots (HL)

R V. Veera

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Confirmng the authorities' |ong-held suspicions
that ni ghtspots are being used as dadah "fronts", police swooped on five
States early this nonth, culmnating in the arrests of two dadah ki ngpi ns
who doubl ed as di scot heque owners in the Klang Vall ey.

The ki ngpins, who are said to have accumul ated assets worth severa
mllion ringgit fromthe sal e of dadah, are being detained under the
Danger ous Drugs (Speci al Preventive Measures) Act 1985.

Both will be detained for two years, subject to a review by the Hone
M ni ster.

One of them a 37-year-old man, was picked up in Taman Ml uri, Cheras,
while the other, a 31-year-old nman, was arrested in Subang Jaya, | ast
Fri day.

The 37-year-old man was managi ng a popul ar di scotheque in the Cheras
area while the other man was the joint owner of another well-patronised
di scot heque i n Damansara Jaya.

Their fate was seal ed when their "suppliers”, all 14 of them who were
rounded up in Petaling Jaya, Kuala Lunpur, |poh, Kapar, and Kual a Sel angor
on June 12, "sang like a canary", after police interrogation, and pointed
their fingers at them

The 14, who were anobng 25 people detained in a 14-day operation which
began on June 1, were active in supplying heroin, raw opium ganja and
Ecstasy pills to entertainnent outlets in the Klang Vall ey.

The police success cane after four nmonths of painstaki ng undercover
operations, follow ng controversy sparked by a ruling by the |ocal
authorities that all entertainnent outlets in Kuala Lunmpur and Petaling
Jaya shut down their operations by lamand m dni ght, respectively.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is also the Hone
M ni ster, had ordered a cl ose watch on the nightspots to stanp out dadah
abuse, which the owners cl ainmed they had no control over as dadah
traffickers could easily nmingle with the crowd.

Dr Mahat hir had warned that the Governent would i nmplenent |aws to charge
operators found involved in dadah abuse and to i npose stiffer jail terns
and fines.

Federal Police Narcotics director Datuk Salleh Mat Som confirmed the
arrests but declined to give details of the case.

Sources told the New Straits Tines that the arrests of the 25 people
i ncluding two wonen followed a series of integrated operations involving
Federal and State police early this nonth.

The operation involved officers fromthe Federal police narcotics
departnent in Bukit Aman and the State police contingents of Johor,

Kel ant an, Perak, Penang and Sel angor.

They said police seized a total of 302kg of ganja, 17kg of heroin and
88kg of raw opi umfromthem

The breakt hrough canme on June 1 when six nmen were arrested in Overseas
Uni on Garden and 17kg of heroin seized.

Fol | owi ng questioning, police arrested two wonen at a house in Rantau
Panj ang, Kel antan. A search of the prenises led to the recovery of 120kg
of ganj a.

The follow ng day, police seized 147.7kg of ganja froma car in Seberang
Prai .

However, the driver of the car, who is suspected to be responsible for



bringing in the consignnent froma nei ghbouri ng country, escaped.

He is expected to be picked up soon as he had left his identity card
behi nd.

On June 12, police raided a house in Section 8 in Petaling Jaya and
sei zed 88kg of raw opi um

Two nen were picked up.

Fol | ow-up operations in Tanan City here, the Ipoh South toll plaza,
Kapar, and Jeram Kuala Selangor, led to the arrests of 12 nore suspected
traffickers.

After interrogating the 14 traffickers, police arrested the two
di scot heque owners between 9pm and ni dni ght, the foll ow ng day.

The | ast raid was conducted in a house in Pasir Puteh in Pasir Gudang,
Johor, on June 14 and five nore nen were held for possessing 33. 8kg of
ganj a.

Meanwhi | e, police are | ooking for Soorya Kumar Narayansany @ Soorya
Kumar Narayanan (1 C No: 7336647) of Ladang Bentong, Bentong, Pahang or 7,
Jal an Desa 4/10, Country Hones, Rawang, to assist investigations into
dadah trafficking in entertainnent outlets in the Klang Vall ey.

Anyone with information on his whereabouts is advised to contact the
nearest police station.
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