01/ 12/ 1997
Political managenent is crucial in difficult tinmes

Datuk A Kadir Jasin

AS THE country endures the problens and difficulties brought about by
specul ative attacks on the ringgit and the stock exchange, effective
political nmanagenent becones nore critical and chall engi ng.

It isintimes |like this that the people need their political |eaders
the nost - fromthe local Yang Berhormat right up to the Prime M nister.

Al ready, enough conplaints are being heard regardi ng m ssing Menbers of
Parliament and State Assenbl ymen. They tend to appear regularly during
el ection periods and | ess frequently or hardly at all thereafter.

While there are many extrenely diligent YB, who either stay in their
constituencies or make weekly trips back to be with the constituents,
there are al so those who spend nore tinme away fromtheir constituencies
than in them

In good economic tinmes, nmany are so busy with their own businesses and
prof essi onal practices that they depend entirely upon their "wakil
peri badi " or personal representatives to carry out the Wakil Rakyat's
duti es.

In this context, the recent decision by the Johor Menteri Besar, Datuk
Abdul Ghani G hman, to instruct all departnental heads to set aside
Sat urdays, beginning in the new year, to neet and resol ve probl ens faced
by the people, is nost conmendabl e. This nove will further enhance their
service to the rakyat.

This nove however, should not dimnish the role of the Wakil Rakyat.

I nst ead, they should use this bureaucratic channel to inprove
comuni cations with the people.

In challenging tinmes like these, it is all too easy for political
| eaders to get bogged down by, and become preoccupied wi th, economc
i ssues at the expense of political nanagenent.

This cannot be good for the | eaders nor can it benefit the rakyat
because, it isintinmes like this, that the people would |ike to be
directly inforned, by their |eaders, of whatever is happening around t hem

Several instances in the past, have shown that political stability wll
i nevitably come under pressure in an economically difficult period. This
was the case during the 1987 political challenge that cul mnated in the
"QOperasi Lalang"” arrests under the Internal Security Act (ISA).

The chal | enge against political authority, which began as a canpai gn by
t he Denocratic Action Party (DAP) to bl ock the proposed devel oprment of
Bukit Cina in Malacca, escalated into a full-blown political crisis.

The event coincided with a severe econonic downturn two years earlier
that saw the country's econony recording a negative grow h of one per cent
in 1985.

However, those who have witnessed the way in which the country sol ved
its political and econom c problens, starting with the May 13 1969 race
riots, will acknow edge the inportance of effective political nanagenent.

If the 1969 incident was precipitated, to a |arge degree, by politica
instability caused by the prolonged and racially-charged el ecti on canpai gn
preceding the May 10 CGeneral El ections, the solution opted for by the
Nati onal Operations Council (NOC) was definitely econonic in nature.

The NOC was forned to adnm nistrate the country's affairs foll owing the
decl aration of energency and the suspension of denocracy. Its first act
was to restore | aw and order. This was foll owed by noves ai ned at
rebuil ding public confidence inits authority.



It established the nulti-racial and multi-sectoral National Consultative
Counci|l and formul ated the New Econom c¢ Policy (1971-1990). Although the
NEP did not find conplete acceptance in all segments of the popul ation,
its progranmes and approaches boosted econoni ¢ grow h, expanded the
econom ¢ cake and brought about greater national pride and confidence.

The sane coul d be achieved with an effectively-constituted Nationa
Econom ¢ Action Council (NEAC). Supported by a proper nmechani smand by
peopl e of high credibility, the Council will be able to design and
i npl ement programes that will extricate the country fromthe current
pr obl ens.

This will free the political and adm nistrative machinery, enabling it
to continue serving the people, especially in rebuilding and reinforcing
their confidence in the political |eadership

The duty of elected representatives is to ensure that any progranme or
project to be inplenmented by the Council will not be detrinmental to the
peopl e. They nust strive to ensure that current standards of living are
not injudiciously eroded by unreasonabl e price increases and inflation.

In this context, the strong rebuke to profiteers by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday is tinely and wel coned.

It is for this reason that the di chotony between the Governnent and the
Council is inmportant and nust be nade visible and transparent. Wile
giving the Council and its machinery a free hand, the Governnment mnust al so
stay above it.
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