02/ 01/ 1997

Politicians urged to be conversant with local, foreign | aws

PENANG, Wed. - The Penang Youth Council today urged | eaders and
politicians to have a proper understandi ng of Ml aysian and foreign | aws
so that they do not tarnish the inmage of the country by breaking the | aws.

Its secretary Mohd Haniffa Ham d said today it was i ncunmbent upon al
politicians and | eaders to be well-versed in Mal aysian |l aw and if they
travel | ed overseas, be aware of |laws of the [and which they were visiting.

He was commenti ng on the case of Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhamad
Muhammad Tai b who was charged in the Brisbane magistrate's court on Dec 23
with failing to declare an equivalent of RVM2.37 nmillion as he was about to
| eave for New Zeal and, a day earlier.

Under Australian | aw, anyone |eaving the country with nore than A$5, 000
(RWB, 500) in cash nmust nmake a declaration.

"Ml aysi an politicians, whether fromthe Governnment or opposition should
be aware of the rules and regul ati ons of our country and foreign countries
which they intend to visit.

"Malaysia is riding high in terns of international respect due largely
to the untiring efforts of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
and we should all be careful not to jeopardise our good standi ng. W nust
have integrity and be norally upright. It is very inportant that |eaders
and politicians realise this and conduct thensel ves properly, especially
when they are overseas."

Mohd Haniffa said | eaders should set a good exanple for the people.

"If they always keep this in nind, we can do better and inprove our
standing in the eyes of Ml aysians and the rest of the world."

I n Kual a Lunmpur, DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said Mihamad's
expl anation that the cash he was carrying was neant for the purchase of
property in Gold Coast for his children and rel atives to pursue their
education in Australia had rai sed eyebrows.

"In Australia, the good colleges are in Sydney, Mel bourne, Adel ai de and
Perth while the Gold Coast is a tourist and i nvestnent centre,” he said in
a statenent.
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