20/ 09/ 1997
PM Preserving famly institution vital

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today it was
vital that famly institution be preserved and enhanced al though its
deterioration could already be detected in the Wst.

He said the Government could not accept negative trends |ike
cohabi tati on between unmarried couples and | eshi ani smas advocated by sone
quarters in the Wst.

The Prime M nister hoped such trends would not spread to Ml aysi a.

He was speaking at a dial ogue held in conjunction with Universiti
Mal aya' s al umi reunion and exhibition of its works at the university's
mai n canpus i n Lenbah Pantai .

He had earlier delivered his inaugural address titled "Malaysia in the
next mllennium Challenges for the new generation"

Dr Mahathir said if Muslins could nmaintain a noderate approach w t hout
resorting to extrenmism the religion would not be rejected.

"It is inmportant to strike a bal ance and not adopt an extrene approach,"
he said, adding that in the West, though nmany still had faith in religion,
ot hers denounced it after "losing" their ways.

He sai d confusion about religion had also resulted in many rejecting
t hem

On whet her governnents would still exist in the future, Dr Mahathir said
sonme peopl e thought they woul d not be needed.

He said these people argued currency mani pul ati on was not wong as the
mar ket was free

"But a free market does not mean that it can be used to the extent of
i mpoveri shing others. Wen freedomis abused, there is a need for
restriction, therefore governments are needed."

On corruption, Dr Mahathir said: "While | amagainst it, |I believe the
matter has to be handled in a fair nmanner.

"Sonme people all ege soneone is corrupt just because he is the son of
somebody or he is holding some positions. To them power corrupts, so
those in power have to be corrupt.”

Dr Mahathir said it was wong to assune or accuse ot hers as being
corrupt w thout providing any proof. Dr Mahathir al so said many forget
that the charges for privatised services were | ow because of Gover nment
subsi dy.

He said if university students were required to pay the full anount for
their studies, the cost could run into tens of thousands per year.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the Governnent would not neglect its
responsibility to provide education for the people.

He al so said road users would have to pay three tines nore than what
they were paying now if not for Governnent subsidy. He regretted that many
had failed to appreciate this.

"Mal aysi ans want quality roads but sonme conpl ai n when they have to pay
for the use of the facility."

Dr Mahathir also said there were two type of youths in the country - one
whi ch was nore worldy, naterialistic and wanted to enjoy life and the
ot her which was nore patriotic and would like to contribute to society and
nat i on- bui |l di ng.

The Prime M nister hoped the ol der generation would play its role to
i ncul cate and hel p shape youths with val ues.

On a claimthat the authorities had erred in their planning resulting in



t he perenni al congestion problemin the city, Dr Mahathir said such a view
was only a matter of perception

"W have to be patient. W have to consider that Kuala Lunpur is
buil di ng six LRT systens at one go, sonething that has never been done
before."

Dr Mahathir said while foreign |l eaders visiting Ml aysia had not hi ng but
prai ses for its achievenents, sone Ml aysi ans were "very good at
criticising” or down-grading thensel ves.
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