23/ 09/ 1997

PM Public should play its part too

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today the public nust play its part if the haze problemwere to be
over cone.

Dr Mahathir al so suggested several measures that could be taken by the
publi c.

He sai d besides wearing masks, nmenbers of the public should mninise the
use of private vehicles, especially those with two-stroke engi nes, and
avoi d unnecessary trips to reduce snoke em ssion.

They shoul d i nstead car-pool or use public transport, he added.

He said it was not practical to make it nmandatory for the public to use
public transport.

He added that enforcenent would be a maj or problemas notorists woul d
claimthat they were using their vehicles for inportant matters.

"This requires a civic sense.

"If we have to have |l aws for everything and carry out enforcenent, half
t he popul ati on of Malaysia will have to becone policenen.

"W have to be self-policing. It is not practical to stop every car to
find out whether the notorist is on an inportant errand or not," he told a
Press conference after chairing the Di saster Managenent and Reli ef
Conmittee neeting at the Prime M nister's Departnent.

Asked to comment on the public's perception that the Governnent was not
doi ng enough to solve the haze problem Dr Mahathir said: "I would like to
ask the nmenbers of the public whether they are doing their part.

"They are not contributing. For instance when we say peopl e should stop
usi ng cars, they say there nust be proper |aw and enforcenent.

"The public has a responsibility also. The Governnment's capacity is
limted.

"Unl ess the people want to pay higher taxes to enable us to keep a huge
enforcenent teamto tell the people what they can and cannot do.

"Then we will becone a totalitarian state where the Governnent manages
ever yt hi ng.

"We do not want that. People should volunteer, they should understand."”

The Governnent, he said, was doing nore than what people night think

He said the ideas to fight the haze cane fromthe Governnent and not
fromthe public.

On the neeting, Dr Mahathir said the commttee revi ewed nmeasures to
mnimse the ill-effects of haze.

He said the state of energency in Sarawak was still in force because of
the very high level of air pollution there.

Dr Mahathir al so said Mal aysi a had sought assi stance from Japan and
France in fighting the haze.

He said French researchers who were sent here to study the haze
situation returned yesterday.

They will reconmend to their Governnment the form of assistance that
coul d be extended to Mal aysi a.

Asked what type of assistance could France provide, Dr Mahathir said
Mal aysi a had requested for water bonbers.

He added that assistance had al so been sought from Japan which of fered
"jet-shooters" for the fire-fighting operation.

"W realise the probl emcannot be overcone easily but we will try our
best,"” he said, showing a neteorological satellite picture to reporters



whi ch identified hotspots in Kalimantan and Sunmatr a.

Dr Mahathir also said the conmittee agreed that kindergartens woul d be
cl osed when the Air Pollutant |Index reading reached 300.

"W will try our best to overcone the haze problem and we hope the nedia
will help the Governnent by disseminating informati on on the necessary
measures the public should adopt."

Asked how | ong Mal aysi ans had to put up with the haze, Dr Mahathir said:
"W have no experience about this.

"This is perhaps why many people take it lightly.

"I'n the past, the haze used to cl ear up whenever it rained.

"But this tine it is said that the haze can go on till May.

"But we will do everything possible to overconme it."

Asked to comment on the reluctance of public transport conpanies to
reduce charges, Dr Mahathir said in an energency everybody had to bear the
cost.
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