27/ 06/ 1997

Ports' throughput set to rise

| F PORT Kl ang's i nport/export throughput figures in the first three nonths
of the year is anything to go by, ports in Peninsular Mlaysia will be
handling more than three mllion 20-foot equivalent units (TEUs) by the
end of the year

Cont ai ner Hauliers Association of Ml aysia (CHAM president Encik Mrzan
Mahat hir said Port Klang's figures showed that Kl ang, Penang, Johor and
Kuant an ports handl ed 596, 126 TEUs between January and March this year.

In contrast, the ports registered an average of 570,572.20 TEUs in the
three-nonth periods last year. Intotal, the ports recorded 2.28 mllion
TEUs | ast year.

"There is a slight inprovenent for Kl ang, Penang and Kuantan ports in
the first three nonths of this year.

"I hope with the aggressive approach by the Governnent to rmake Port
Klang the regional hub and with the full support of all players in the
| ogi stic chain, the TEUs for 1997 could achieve nore than three mllion,"
he said after the association's 7th Annual CGeneral and Extraordinary
Meetings in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

As of 31 Decenber | ast year, there were 1,940 prine novers and 10, 130
trailers on the road. The ratio of prime novers to trailers for 1996 was
1:5 which was still below the international standard of 1:3.

Mrzan al so said representatives from CHAM nort hern and sout hern
regional offices and CHAM central committee will neet officials fromthe
Wirks Mnistry on July 4 to discuss issues regarding roads in the country.

The association's central region as well as the northern and southern
regional offices have forwarded to the mnistry a list of roads which
urgently need upgradi ng.

During the neetings, CHAM al so rai sed an i ssue on inspection of
trailers.

Puspakom has agreed to allocate its nobile unit at the respective
haul i ers' depot for inspection of trailers every 14 days of each nonth.

This, Mrzan said, will help save hauliers the downtine, costs and
i ncrease service |l evels.

"Recently | was infornmed that Puspakom has decided to bring their nobile
units now stationed at Kuala Krai in Kelantan to the Kl ang Val |l ey
permanently for inspection of trailers to be carried out every nonth," he
sai d.

A suggestion was nade during the neeting to request Puspakomto use the
mobile unit to inspect prinme novers as well.

The association will also request that the Commrercial Vehicles Licensing
Board (CVLB) anend Section 43(2) of the CVLB Act 1987 to nmake the
consi gnee/ consignors |iable for overwei ght containers.

The AGM al so touched on the shortage of manpower, especially in the form
of drivers.

Feedback received fromnenbers said the shortage is alarmng and will
further deteriorate with the comi ng Cormonweal th Ganes in 1998.

Because of the high wages offered, drivers working w th haul age
conpanies will be drawmn to work with the Ganmes secretariat to ferry
athletes fromthe Ganes Village to sports venues.

M rzan, who is chairman of Konsortium Perkapal an Bhd, was re-elected the
association's president. Encik Ali Mhd Nor was re-el ected deputy
president and Enci k Mohd Hussin Isnmail was re-elected vice president.



Newl y-el ected office bearers are Encik Elias Kadir (vice-president),
Enci kK Hanzah Mohamad (secretary) and Enci k Baharin Tahir (treasurer).
Its ordinary nenbers include M Loo Hooi Keat, Encik Faisal Awab and
Enci k Hussaini Karim
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