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PM Accuracy of news reports inportant

Kamar ul Yunus
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad says the Press will be doing
a disservice to readers if it abuses and corrupts its power in the nane of
press freedom

He said accuracy in reporting is inportant because press reports could
i nfl uence deci si on-nakers and determine if an investor would invest in a
country.

Readers pay the press "good nobney" and support their existence in order
to obtain accurate reports and information that will assist them for
exanpl e, in nmaking busi ness decisions, Dr Mahathir said.

"Newspapers and the nedia often condemn governnents for m suse of power
and for abuse of power or corruption, but is it not corruption and an
abuse of power to do sonething you know very well is wong sinply because
you, the nedia, have power?

He nmade these poi nts when | aunching the N hon Keizai Shinmbun Inc
(Ni kkei) of Japan's news bureau in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The bureau is N kkei's 12th outside Tokyo.

In a country that practises denpocracy, the Prine Mnister said the
Mal aysi an Governnent al so provi des for press freedom

"I like to point out that those who say the Governnent controls the
Press in Mal aysia actually never follow the vernacul ar press reports,
whi ch have not hi ng good to say about the Governnent.

"That is normal ... in every country, there are newspapers that foll ow
one party.

"The sane situation happens in Ml aysia," he added.

To say the English | anguage newspapers support the Governnent, Dr
Mahat hir said, is inaccurate as there are other newspapers that do not
support the Governnent.

"For exanple, negative reports about nme in papers that are controlled by
the opposition parties, assunptions of me that could be sued for Iibel.
(But) I won't (sue) because | believe in press freedom" he added.

In Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said, although the media are being given press
freedomthey al so have to uphold their responsibility of the nationa
i nterest.

"If you start stirring up racial sentiments through sensati onal
reporting, you are going to danage the country's econony and the interest
of the majority of people who do not want to see violence in the country.

"The CGovernment has a duty and so does the Press, to ensure peace in the
country. You can protest but you cannot disrupt peace and harnony in the
country," he added.

He said al though the country practises denobcracy, there are stil
limts, including to press freedom "Qur formof denocracy is suitable for
Mal aysia. W do not ask others to follow and we need no advice from
others. They mmy give advice but we nay not listen."

Dr Mahathir said there is nothing to gain by contentious reporting and
by passing remarks which are not supported by facts.

"Yes, we do make mistakes in Malaysia ... we sonetinmes do wong things
here but they nmust be reported in the proper perspective. This is not only
for our own good, it is also for the good of those who deal with (the
country) as they need to have the right kind of information," he added.

Therefore, Dr Mahathir said, accurate reporting is vital, including for
i nvestors who want to rmake busi ness deci si ons.



"Investors need to have information before they can i nvest and nost
i mportant, the information nmust be accurate. Businessnen cannot make
deci si ons unl ess they know t he subject.

"Thus, they need accurate reports ... not report on what you like to see
happens but report on what happened,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said the fact that there are nmany Japanese investors in
Mal aysi a today is probably because they do not read negative reports about
Mal aysia that cone fromforeign wire news agenci es, which he described as
"al ways pl ayi ng up negative and sensational reports".

"If they read those reports, they probably would not cone to Ml aysi a
because the reports are very negative,"” he said, adding Ml aysia often
been reported as a country which is about to break up in racial violence.

Dr Mahathir said there is ethnic violence in Europe and Anerica but in
Mal aysia, "it occurred once in 1969 but we have been able to stop it."

"The results that we have achi eved have never been reported before and
yet Mal aysia today is one country where different ethnic groups, cultures
and religions have nanaged to |live and work together to build and devel op
the country," he added.

He described N kkei's nmove to open a bureau office in Kuala Lunmpur as
timely, to dissemnate factual and accurate information on Malaysia to the
Japanese, including those working outside Japan.

"I do hope with the starting of the N kkei bureau here, they are able to
report accurately and nore in-depth, as well as understand what is
happeni ng i n Mal aysi a.

"This is also vital, considering the fact that Japan is one of
Mal aysia's | argest trading partners and i nvestors.

"Roughly, 25 per cent of Malaysia's foreign investnents conme from Japan,
and for the sanme reason, trade with Japan is very big and has greater
i npact on the devel opnent of Mal aysi a.

"Thus, there is still a need to provide accurate information to Japanese
i nvestors to encourage themto conme to invest in Malaysia, especially in
maj or projects such as the Miultinmedia Super Corridor," he added.
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