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Mahat hi r - posi ti ons
POSI TI ONS SHOULD BENEFI T PECPLE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed today rem nded Barisan Nasional |eaders not to flaunt their
positions.

Those positions, be they in the party or government, were not to be
abused at their whins and fancies, said Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairnman.

In fact, he said, their positions were only to facilitate
i npl enentation of BN policies for the good of the nation.

"It is a heavy responsibility. But be mindful that it is us who choose
to be elected representatives. So, we must carry out the duties of elected
representatives," Dr Mahathir said when opening Gerakan's 26th annual
del egates conference of the party's headquarters here

BN conponent party | eaders were al so present.

Dr Mahathir said BN | eaders and nenbers should be hunble and renain
close to the people.

They should also be sensitive to the people's problenms and strive to
resolve them he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people were now wiser and nore nmatured in their
eval uation of issues and no |onger took things for granted

"If BN leaders are not bothered with the people's problens and are only
preoccupied with their party or governnent positions, BN will |ose
support," he said.

In this context, BN |eaders and nmenbers could not afford to be
conpl acent, arrogant and over-confident of the people's support, he said.

Over-confidence could | ead to conplacency and erosion of support for
the BN, he said.

"As such BN | eaders and nenbers have to constantly work hard to
continue enjoying the people's support. W should also avoid internal
squabbl es whi ch can weaken the coalition," he said.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the BN could not possibly acconmpdate the
demands of all its conponent parties thus causing dissatisfaction anong
sone of them

But, he said, BN component parties should not |ook at their positions
just fromtheir own narrow viewpoints but from a w der perspective.

"It is inpossible to neet the demands of all races as often they
overlap or that the denmands of one race run contrary to those of another,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said if a party in power only entertained the demands of
its own racial group, it could only be popular with that particular group
but faced rejection or condemation by the other races.

"And we know in general elections that to win, we need the votes from
all the races," he said.

As such, he said, the BN could only entertain half of the denands of
the various races who at the sane tinme would continue supporting the
coalition knowi ng that the BN governnent did not practise favouritism

But, the prine mnister said, no race in the country could claimthat
t hey had been ignored.

Rationally done studies clearly showed that all the races have
benefited from the nation's economnmi c devel opment, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the privatisation policy, for instance, had brought
about benefits to all the races, be they entrepreneurs who secured
projects, workers given conpany shares or ordinary people who could buy



shares of |isted conpanies and use the facilities provided

"BN is the only party that can neet the demands of the various races
and is accepted by a large segnment of the people .... Therefore we nust
convince the people that only the BN can guarantee a brighter future for
the people and country,"” he said.

Earlier, in his speech Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik
remi nded party nenbers that victory in next year's party elections would
not be a pre-requisite for their nomination as BN candidates in the coning
general election

Limsaid it would be wong for party menbers to assume that wi nning the
state party chairmanship would automatically grant a safe seat to contest
in the com ng polls.

Simlarly, it would be wong to assune that upon w nning the genera
el ection, they would automatically be appointed to state or federal posts
said Lim who is also prinmary industries ninister

He said during his visits nation-wi de he found that sone state,

di vi sion and branch Gerakan |eaders were involved in bitter and damagi ng
contests for posts.

"I wouldn't mind so nuch if the contests are because of divergent
political views. But that is not so. On the contrary, the contests were for
j ockeying for nomnations in the comng general election so that they can
be state executive councillors or federal ninisters," he said

Limrem nded those with such anbition that they were in for a
di sappoi ntnent and that the party would act accordingly not to let the
scranble for positions to further split the party.

On that prenmise, he remnded party nenbers to learn from the defeat of
t he Gerakan candidate in last May's Teluk Intan parliamentary by-el ection

Lim called on Gerakan nenbers from now on to consolidate party unity
and determnation to recapture Teluk Intan from the DAP while retaining al
seats currently held by the party in the next general election. -- Bernana
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