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Posi tive response to MSC concept request

Ham sah Ham d

THE response to the Concept Request For Proposals (CRFPs) for four of the
seven flagship applications of the Multi media Super Corridor (MSC) project
is very encouraging, said an official of the Miltinmedi a Devel opnent

Cor poration (MDC).

MDC seni or manager (Corporate Conmmuni cati ons) Tengku Alina | brahimsaid
nore than 4, 800 conpani es and i ndi vi dual s have acqui red CRFPs through the
rel evant agenci es or downl oading fromthe Internet.

The four applications identified as the Miltimedi a Devel oprent Fl agship
are el ectronic governnent, nultipurpose card, smart schools and
t el emedi ci ne.

The other three - borderl ess narketing, research and devel opnent cl uster
and wor | dwi de manufacturing web - are categori sed under the Miltimedi a
Envi ronnent Fl agshi p Applicati ons.

The response is very encouragi ng because up to August 28, there were
4,802 CRFP docunents acquired by conpani es and i ndi vi dual s.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had | aunched the CRFP on
July 26.

"Most of the individuals and conpani es acquired CRFPs through the
Internet, and the rest bought the documents fromrel evant institutions.

"The hi ghest response is for CRFPs in el ectronic governnent, where 771
CRFPs were purchased fromthe Mal aysi an Adm ni strative Mdernisation and
Manpower Pl anning Unit (Manpu) and 1, 107 CRFPs were downl oaded t hrough the
Internet," she told reporters in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

This was foll owed by CRFPs for smart schools. A total of 1,342 docunents
were acquired fromthe Education Mnistry and through the Internet; 1,087
CRFPs for telenmedicine fromthe Health Mnistry and Internet and 917 CRFPs
for nmulti purpose card applications fromBank Negara Ml aysi a and t he
I nternet.

There are five CRFPs for electronic government, five for smart school s,
four for telenmedicine and one for the nultipurpose card.

Alina said the CRFP defines the project objective and outlines its
benefits rather than specify the detailed technical requirements in the
request for proposals.

From t he docunents, the conpanies will be able to cooperate and
col |l aborate with the Government and other conpanies in a consortiumto
devel op solutions for various pilot projects.

She said the rel evant agencies will shortlist the proposals from
conpani es by Cctober. Announcenents on the successful consortiuns will be
made within the first quarter of next year, she added.

Earlier, in a news conference to to announce Miltinedia Asia '97,

M ni ster of Energy, Tel ecommunications and Posts Datuk Leo Mbggi e said 41
conpani es have been given MSC status to date.

"Qther applications for MSC status are in the evaluation stage. It is
progressing very well," he said.

Leo Moggi e called for | ocal conpanies and the public to make full use of
the exhi bition because it will showcase the | atest and up-to-date
mul ti medi a t echnol ogy.

"The event is the biggest in Asia. Anbng the issues discussed during the
conference will be the inplenentation of the MSC, Government policies and
their direction," he said.
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