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Positive start in fighting social ills

C. Navar at nam

THE Negri Senbil an Governnent, concerned over ever-increasing social ills
inthe State, is taking steps to bring the problemunder control before it
becomes too serious.

Responding to a call by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
| ast Monday, the State Governnment has gotten down to work and drawn up 120
activities to be inplenented to conbat the ills.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohamad | sa Abdul Samad said all efforts would be
channel l ed to naking people realise that it is tine that they discard
unheal thy practices and instill noral values in their life.

The State Government has been realistic in roping in all Governnent
agenci es, non- Governmental organi sations and the private sector for the
activities that they have pl anned.

He added that all organi sations that had been earmarked for the
programe woul d have to plan activities to get the people involved so that
they will be kept fully occupied and keep away from unhealthy activities.

A special committee has been forned and it has already identified seven
target groups which need to be given special attention to curb the grow ng
ills.

The groups which have been targeted are schools, famlies, youths, Felda
settlers, industries, entertai nment centres and forei gn workers.

The special conmittee will have to work hard to solve the existing
social ills.

To start with, growing indiscipline in school will have to be checked.
Unli ke 30 or 40 years ago, certain groups of students are no | onger
respectful of their elders or even their teachers.

Ti mes have changed. Not only teachers but even parents have a tough tine
trying toinstill discipline in their children

This problemis not only prevalent in the urban but also in rural areas.

Children are now easily influenced by the lifestyle of Wsterners and
al so fromwat ching uncensored video tapes which are easily avail abl e.

Secondary students can been seen openly snoking in public before and
after school hours.

They are bold enough to do this as they know teachers are powerless to
take any action agai nst them

If the teachers tick themoff or punish them the students will not
hesitate to report the matter to their parents, who w thout finding out
the truth, will march to the school to confront the teacher invol ved

Teachers often tines cannot al so be blaned for not taking strict action
agai nst students who do not conmply with school regul ati ons.

"At the end of the day, trying to do our duty in checking indiscipline
in school does not pay. At tines, we not only get abused but students and
parents go to the extent of threatening to take action against us," said a
t eacher who declined to be naned.

"We are aware that indiscipline in schools has gone frombad to worse
but it is better to close not only one eye but both eyes to avoid getting
i nt o unnecessary trouble.

"Even our superiors prefer to wash their hands of f any problens and |ike
to be in the good books of parents and departnent officials in order to
get their pronotions," he said.

"To play safe, it is better to keep quiet rather than | ook for trouble.
It is sad to see discipline in schools go down the drain but unless the



attitude of parents change, social ills will be difficult to curb,"” added
the teacher who has been in the service for 20 years.

The State Governnent has rightly identified that nost school children
with problens nornmally cone frombroken fam lies, and parents involved in
ei ther dadah or secret society activities.

These groups of people badly need counselling. The special conmittee
will have to tactfully tackle these groups and nmake themrealise that
unl ess they are prepared to change their ways, their children will grow up
to be a problemto society.

It is heartening to see the State Governnent make a concerted effort to
find ways to check the growi ng incidence of social ills in the State.

Al their attenpts will not be successful if the people are not prepared
to co-operate and take part in activities which have been planned for
their benefit.
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