03/ 11/ 1997
PM Attendance at G 15 sunmmt coul d be better

Fauzi ah | smai |

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the attendance of

| eaders to the Seventh G 15 Summit "could be better" despite there being a
quorum for the neeting whi ch begins today.

Dr Mahathir will be chairing the neeting, which will be attended by
Al gerian president Liam ne Zeroul, Egyptian president Hosni Mibar ak,
| ndonesi an president Suharto, Peruvian president M Al berto Fujinori,

Zi mbabwe president M Robert Migabe, Argentinian vice-president Dr Carl os
Ruckauf, Indian vice-president Krishnan Kant and Jammi can deputy prine
mnister M Seynmour Millings.

Brazil will be represented by its external relations mnister M
Lanpreia Luis Felipe, Mexico by its foreign mnister M Jose Angel Qurria
Trevino and Chile by its economc minister Alvaro Garci a Hurtado.

Kenya, which will be adnmitted as the 16th nmenber at this sumit, will be
represented by its Mnister in the President's Ofice and Regi onal Co-
operation, Nicholas Biwott.

The Sunmit needs a quorum of eight |leaders to take effect.

Asked by reporters in Kuala Lunpur on the eve of the summt yesterday if
this reflected the lack of commtnent anong G 15 |l eaders to attend the
summ t, Dr Mahathir said: "They nmay have sone inportant commtnents."

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, speaking to reporters
after briefing Dr Mahathir on the outcone of the G 15 Foreign Mnisters
meeting on Saturday, said: "W had hope to get nore | eaders to cone but
because of sone difficulties ...

"For exanple, the Janaican prine mnister is facing an election ... we
can't expect himto come. W can understand that.

"Some | eaders in South America are having their Iberian sunmit. Since
they are actively involved in the summt, they couldn't come.

"One of the issues that we (the foreign ninisters) brought before the
prinme minister at our neeting is that perhaps we can find a nore suitable
date and not towards the |last quarter of the year.

"W noticed that the South American | eaders are busy with many neetings
in the last quarter of the year. Many South Anmerican and African countries
al so hold el ections during that tine of the year

"Perhaps, if we can bring the date forward ... this is a matter for the
heads to deci de. They know best when the sunmit can be held," he added.

Abdul I ah said as far as Malaysia is concerned, it does not have problens
as to when the summt is held or how often it is organised.

The G 15 foreign mnisters had on Saturday deliberated at |ength the
rel ated i ssue of how frequent the Sunmit should be held. But they could
not deci de whether to support a proposal to have biennial sumits or
mai ntai n the present annual neets.

The foreign ministers decided that the matter should be best left to the
| eaders who will deal with other pressing issues |like the question of
nmenber ship, and the need for the grouping to raise its profile
i nternationally.
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