25/ 02/ 1997

PM Stop politicising youth problens and hel p tackl e them

SEREMBAN, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today
there were people in a certain State who politicised the social ills
af fecting youths and arrogantly clained that they could sol ve them

He said instead of politicising the matter, all quarters should join
hands to study it in depth so that suitable solutions could be found.

"There are those in a State who claimthat they can solve the probl ens
by thensel ves," he said at a | uncheon attended by State Bari san Nasi ona
| eaders and State Governnent departnent heads at the Allson Klana Resort.

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mhanmed Ali,
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad | sa Abdul Samad and wi fe Puan Sri Hazi zah
Tum n.

The Prime Mnister did not name the State but was naki ng obvi ous
reference to Kel antan where the Pas State Government clained that its
deci sion to ban ganbling, alcohol consunption and entertai nnent centres
had hel ped reduce soci al probl emns.

"But they seemto be unaware that in their State, there are nore cases
of dadah abuse, AI DS and other social ills.

"W shoul d not be arrogant and claimthat we are the only intelligent
ones while others are stupid.

"W should actually join efforts to solve this problem W in Umo and
BN do not claimthat we know howto deal with this problem" he said,
addi ng that he wanted to see whet her those who clainmed to have the
solutions to the problens, could solve them

He said it was a fact that Muslim Malays fornmed the mgjority of those
who were involved in unhealthy activities.

Later, at the official opening of the Mawar Haenodi al ysis Centre in
Jal an Rasah, Dr Mahathir said that due to the escalating price of land, it
must be fully utilised.

He said | and shoul d be used for as many purposes as possible.

Dr Mahat hir said | andowners shoul d use their |and for nore than one
purpose which in turn could hel p them achi eve hi gher profits.

He said charitable centres which were built on expensive | and should
al so use it for other purposes which could bring additional incone.

"Centres hoping to survive on donations alone will not be able to
sustain and will need to seek other neans."”

Meanwhi | e, State executive councillor Datuk Dr Yeow Chai Thiam who is
al so the chairman of the centre, said the idea to build the centre
believed to be the biggest in Asia, was npboted by Mhaned Isa in an effort
to hel p poor kidney patients.

The four-storey building covers 0.6 hectare.

Dr Yeow said patients seeking treatnment at a private clinic would have
to pay between RML20 and RML50 for each visit, adding that this was too
expensive for those in the | ower income group

"At this centre, we understand the plight of these patients and
therefore would only charge R0 per visit," he said.

Dr Yeow said as a start, 15 haenodi al ysis nmachi nes costi ng about RML
mllion had been installed at the centre and woul d be nmanned by a doctor
and four nurses.

“I'n tinme, we hope to bring the centre to its maxi mum capacity of 100
machi nes.

"W al so have plans to open a centre in each of the seven districts in



the State. They will have four machi nes each,"” he added.
Dr Mahathir later attended a di nner organi sed by the centre at the
Ser enban Muni ci pal Council Hall.
( END)
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