20/ 09/ 1997

PM Econoni c devel opnent now harder with onset of conpl acency

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Stressing the need for continued political stability
and econom ¢ devel opnent, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
today warned Mal aysia's youth that the task will not be as easy as it had
been in the past.

The Prime Mnister said that this was because signs of conplacency and a
desire to sit back and enjoy |life had energed.

"Lepak, bohsia, drug usage and others will underm ne the resilience and
the determ nati on of young Mal aysians. The work ethic will deteriorate,"”
he sai d, adding that the denmand would be for nore pay for less work, as in
devel oped countri es.

He added that the trend towards decadence, as seen in Europe, would al so
be seen in Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir was delivering his inaugural address titled Malaysia in the
next mllennium Challenges for the new generation at the Universiti
Mal aya al umi reuni on at Lenbah Pantai .

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, the alumi's
advi sor and Yang di - Pertua of Penang Tun Handan Shei kh Tahir, Education
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Razak, alummi president Datuk Noordin Razak and
UM vi ce-chancel | or Tan Sri Dr Abdul | ah Sanusi Ahnad.

Later, Dr Mahathir witnessed the presentati on of a RvVb00, 000 donati on
fromthe Universiti Malaya Alumi Association to the university's al umni
fund, besides | aunching an exhibition on works of the al umi.

In his speech, the Prine Mnister also touched on political pressure on
Mal aysi a, which he felt would increase in the future.

He said Western-style denocracy in which the individual was supremne
woul d be i nposed on Mal aysia, warning that political instability and
frequent changes of governnent woul d characterise the Ml aysi an scene.

He al so said as affluent Ml aysians rejected certain kinds of
enpl oynent, nore foreigners would immgrate to the country.

"At first they would conme only to work. But soon they will settle down
and demand rights including citizenship.

"Ml aysi ans woul d want to deny themthese rights but the rest of the
world will apply pressure. Eventually there will be accommodation."”

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on how rogue specul ators had destroyed Ml aysia's
econony in the process of enriching thensel ves.

"This will happen again and again. If we ook |ike attaining Vision
2020, our politics and econony will be underm ned. Mal aysians will also be
used for this purpose.”

Dr Mahathir said nobst youths would be influenced, while only a few woul d
resist.

He said repeated attenpts would be nade to restore the Ml aysi a Bol eh
spirit.

"There will be protracted struggles between the patriots and worldly
youths. Who will win? That will be the question as well as the challenge."

Dr Mahathir said since what woul d happen to Mal aysi a woul d be very nmuch
i nfluenced by what happened to the rest of the world, it was then
necessary to forecast the future of the world first.

He said the borderless world would result in nmassive mgration, where
peopl e noved to where they expected to live a better life with better jobs
and better social anenities.

"Homogeneous countries will give way to nulti-racial countries



everywhere. No nation will be able to stop the inflow of foreigners
wi t hout bei ng accused of injustice and i nhuman treatnent.

"The world will becone truly borderless and countries will nelt into one
gl obal entity."

Dr Mahathir felt the countries of Europe and North Anerica, the nost
prosperous in the world, would cease to be European in the sense of being
Caucasi an.

"Indi ans, Africans and Chinese will flow into European countries so that
before even one century passes, Europe will no | onger be identified with
whi te people. Black and yell ow and brown people will all be Europeans.

Al ready European athletes are significantly bl ack."

However, Dr Mahathir said the countries which would have the biggest
nunber of people of pure stock could be the Asians, adding that the
Chi nese, Koreans and Japanese would renmain the purest for a long tine.

( END)
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