19/ 04/ 1997

Prayers and sl aughter of cattle mark Raya cel ebrati ons

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Muslinms nationw de cel ebrated the Hari Raya Ai dil adha
wi th norning prayers at nosques, slaughter of cattle as sacrifice or
korban and fam |y gatherings.

Today being a Friday, many Muslins, clad in their traditional best,
returned to the nosques around noon for the weekly Friday prayers.

As such, many korban cerenoni es were either hastened or the nunber of
cattle reduced to enable the volunteers to finish their work on tine.

Many Muslins in nmajor towns had returned to their kanmpungs to cel ebrate
the Hari Raya with their fanmlies and rel atives

However, this year's cel ebrations have been overshadowed by a fire in
M na which has to date clained the lives of 343 pilgrins and injured 1,300
nor e.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar perfornmed the Hari Raya
Ai di l adha prayers with 500 Muslins at the Masjid Tuanku Munawi r in Kual a
Pi | ah, Negri Senbil an.

The King al so paid his respects and offered tahlil prayers at the Royal
Mausol eum next to the nobsque, where his late father is buried. Anong
those present were his son, Tunku Muda Serting Tunku Inran, senior State
governnent officials and nenbers of the royal famly.

A reception was later held at the |Istana Besar Seri Menanti.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his wife, Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, celebrated Aidiladha in Kedah. They held an open
house at Dewan Jitra, near Alor Star, froml0amto 4pmw th a break from
lpmto 3pmfor the Friday prayers.

Guests included Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid and his wife,
Datin Seri Nila I nangda Manyam Keumal a, State executive councillors and
dignitaries.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir performed Aidiladha prayers at Masjid Zahir and had
an audi ence with the Sultan of Kedah at |stana Anak Bukit.

In Penang, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mperforned his
Ai di | adha prayers at Masjid Cherok To' kun in Permatang Pauh al ong with 500
peopl e.

Yang di - Pertua Negeri Tun Handan Shei kh Tahir performed the prayers at
the State nmosque al ong wi th about 1, 000 peopl e.

I n Kual a Lunmpur, at the Azzubair |bn Awwvam nosque in Cheras, about 1,200
packets of korban nmeat from 16 head of cattle were distributed to the poor
and those |iving nearby.

The nbsque committee secretary Mohamad Dai m Abdul | ah said only 16 head
of cattle were slaughtered this year instead of the usual 20 because they
had to finish the work before the Friday prayers.

One of the recipients was Syed Orar Syed Fadil ah, 12, who represented
his father.

In Hul u Kel ang, the principal of Rumah Bakti, Lamang Donggoh,

di stributed korban neat to the orphans at the hone during the Hari Raya
cel ebrations this norning.

The neat fromfive cows were donated by individuals, corporations and
the staff of the orphanage

"W had to start culling the cows early, at 10am as we wanted to finish
cleaning and distributing the nmeat before Friday prayers,"” he said.

Each orphan was given two kil ogrammes of neat to take hone to their
foster fanilies.



"Those with no famlies to go back to will remain and we shall cook a
good nmeal for them" he said.

In Johor Baru, the Sultan | ed nore than 2,000 Muslins in the Aidiladha
prayers at the Pasir Pel angi Msque.

The Sul tan was acconpani ed by the Tunku Mahkota of Johor Tunku I brahim
Ismail Sultan | skandar, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Speaker of
the State Assenbly Datuk Mohd Ali Hassan and nmenbers of the State
Executive Council.

Several nosques and suraus throughout the State also held "korban"
cerenoni es, involving the slaughtering of hundreds of head of cattle.

However, many nosques and suraus will be hol ding the "korban" cerenonies
tonmorrow, because of the tinme limtation. The Friday prayers were held
just a few hours after the Aidiladha prayers.

I n Kuantan, the Pahang Welfare and Sports Council, together with the
State Veterinary Services Departnent, Kuantan Municipal Council and Sultan
Ahmad 1 npsque nmanagenent conmittee, held the Aidiladha prayers.

State Welfare conmittee chairman Zai nul Ayob said ei ght cows were
sl aughtered. "W distributed the beef to the needy and those who attended
the prayers.”

"W hope nore locals will participate in the future as this is an
opportunity for themto help the less fortunate," said Zainul, who is also
State Town and Country Pl anni ng Departnent director.

The Sultan of Pahang perfornmed Aidiladha prayers at Masjid Sultan Ahmad
in Pekan, while Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob prayed at Masjid Lepar
Hlir Dua in Kuantan.

In I poh, Sultan Azl an Shah and Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib
were anong 1, 500 peopl e who attended Aidil adha prayers with the rakyat at
the State nosque. The Sultan and MB al so nmet with the people after the
prayers.

Ten cows and a goat were slaughtered and the nmeat distributed to the
publi c.

In Kota Baru, the Sultan and his consort, the Raja Perempuan of Kel antan
joined Muslins in perform ng prayers at the Muhammadi Msque, along with
| eaders and seni or governnent officials.

Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat perforned Aidiladha prayers
at a nosque near his residence in Pulau Ml aka.

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa j oi ned arny personnel at
the Kem Desa Pahl awan for the Aidiladha prayers at a nbsque near the canp.
Annuar al so hel d a open house at his residence at Seri Puri in Bukit
Mar ak.

Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Miustapa Mohamed will hold his
open house at his residence at Batu 11, Kenahang in Jeli tonorrow.

In Kota Kinabalu, nore than 1,000 Muslins attended Aidil adha prayers at
the State Mdsque whi ch began at 8am Sinmilar prayers were also held in
nmosques around the State capital followed by the slaughter of several head
of cattle.

In Kual a Langat, the Sultan of Selangor and C k Puan Besar Sel angor Siti
Ai shah, held a open house at his pal ace at Pantai Bahagia, Mrib

Hundreds visited the royal couple including State Assenbly Speaker Dat uk
Onn Ismail, State executive councillors Datuk Mohd Aini Taib and Dat uk
Abdul Fatah | skandar.

Two cows were al so sl aughtered and the neat distributed to the people.
Earlier, the Sultan perforned the A diladha prayers at the Masjid Bandar
i n Kual a Langat.

In Kangar, Aidiladha was cel ebrated in an atnosphere of noderation with
Muslinms visiting relatives after performng their prayers. Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mwas away in Mecca performng the haj.



In Mal acca, nore than 800 cows were slaughtered for the cel ebrati ons,
according to a State Religi ous Departmnment spokesman.

Chi ef Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Zi n Abdul Ghani perfornmed his prayers at
hi s kampung in Mel ekek, Al or Gajah while Deputy Transport M nister Datuk
Wra Mhd Ali Rustamperforned his at the Bukit Katil nosque near here.

In Kual a Terengganu, the Yang di-Pertuan Muda of Terengganu perf orned
Ai di | adha prayers at Masjid Abidin with 5,000 Muslins, including Menteri
Besar Tan Sri \Wan Mokhtar Ahnad, State executive councillors and

governnent of ficials.
(END)
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