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Ranps- | ntervi ew
PRO- BUSI NESS POLI CI ES TO STAY AFTER | LEAVE, SAYS RAMOS

By: Azman U ang

MANI LA, Aug 10 (Bernamm) -- Philippine President Fidel Ranps has
assured foreign investors that his pro-business and other policies wll
continue after he | eaves office when his once only six-year termends in
about 10 nonths.

Ranpos, largely credited for turning around the country's |ong-suffering
econony with his Philippines Inc-style policies and strong politica
| eadership, said all policies made during his administration are inbedded
in the |aw.

"These (policies) are not conming as presidential or executive orders.
The assurance | can make is that all directives fromthe President are
based on the |aw

"They are there for a very enduring period, until the Congress of the
Phi |'i ppi nes changes them That's one thing | can say," he told Bernama in
an interview at his office at Ml acanang Pal ace here

During the interview, Ranbps answered questions on a w de range of
subj ects but spoke fondly on two -- his "very good" relationship with
Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and the peace
treaty which he authored in Mndanao to end the nearly three-decade old
armed conflict in the country's predom nantly Mislim southern region.

He said another guarantee that the policies made during his

administration will endure is that the Philippines is a very open and
denocratic society whose people will not have anything el se except the
Phi | i ppi nes-styl e denocracy.

"Thirdly, we, just like Ml aysia, are pursuing a policy of maxinum

cooperation with our neighbours and other neighbours around the world. This
is not only for economic growh but also for social progress and
solidarity," he said.

He was asked to describe the state of Philippine-Mlaysia ties and his
own personal relationship with Dr Mahathir, given the fact that Mal aysian
conpani es which have been pouring investnents worth hundreds of nmillions of
dollars since he took office, are now the country's biggest foreign
i nvestors from anong Asean countries

Ranbs quickly replied: "Very good on both terns. The bilateral ties
have been very good and our relations within Asean vis-a-vis
Phi | i ppi ne- Mal aysia are very good too."

"Personally, Prinme Mnister Mahathir and | are new pals. New in the
sense that we didn't have this kind of relationship before, during the tine
of ny predecessor.

"This | appreciate very nuch. In fact, PM Mahathir and | have been
around the Philippines to visit our conmon project areas very informally,"
he said.

Asked if there are hangovers in his relationship with Dr Mahathir,

Ranps said: "You have hangovers on the part of sone other people, but as
far as nyself and PM Mahathir are concerned, | see that we would rather
pronmote and pursue our conmmon welfare...which is pronoting our econom es
and our personal and social obligations."

"And perhaps, the other problenms can be resolved in a better
environnent and in a nore hospitable atnosphere in the future,” he said but
wi t hout nentioning what these problens are.

Al though the retired four-star general has been praised at hone and
abroad for creating the nbst economically progressive and



politically-stable Philippines in many years, it was when tal king about the
peace processs in Mndanao that appeared to give him the biggest
satisfaction.

Unli ke the peace process in Wst Asia which virtually died with the
assassination of Israeli Prine Mnister Yitzak Rabin in 1995, Ranps said
the peace treaty in Mndanao is also firmy inbedded in the | aw

He explained that on hindsight, his decision a year ago to bring in
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) |eader Nur Msuari as an elected
political official in the administration party and as new governor of the
Aut ononobus Regi on of Mislim M ndanao has turned out to "very good noves."

In the begnning, these noves were opposed by many quarters in the |ocal
and national |eadership but the adm nistration has overcone all these
difficulties and apprehensions.

"We are in fact going to celebrate the first anniversary of the signing
of the peace agreenment on Sept 2. W will do that by holding the Cabinet
nmeeting in Jolo (the capital of Sulu province) as requested by Nur Msuari.

"W are happy to show to the people of the Philippines as well as Asean
and the O C (Organisation of Islamc Conference) which supported the peace
process, including Ml aysia, that it's working," said a beaming President
Ranos.

Ranos said he is also very happy to report that the |ong-depressed
M ndanao which has six regions, is noving ahead of national avarage in
regi onal domestic production, thanks to investnents including from
Mal aysi a.

He said even investors fromthe United States have agreed to help in
t he econom ¢ devel opnent of M ndanao, thanks to the creation of the East
Asean Gowm h Area (EAGA) -- another Ranmps brainchild -- which is ained at
tappi ng the resources and vast markets of the Southern Philippines,

I ndonesi a's Kal i mantan regi on, Ml aysian states of Sabah and Sarawak and
Br unei .

"W will continue with that path and we will invite and wel cone those
from Asean especially Ml aysia which is very well-positioned there and from
other parts of the world to help devel op M ndanao," Ranps said.

But Ranmps, son of fornmer Philippine Foreign Secretary Narci so Ranos,
who was a founding signatory of the Bangkok Declaration which established
Asean, remmins nodest despite all his achievenents, when asked about his
personal feelings and thoughts about being president of his country.

"You m ght probably know that ny |ate father was Philippine Foreign
Seceratry from 1965 to 1968 and was the Philippine signatory to the Bangkok
Declaration...we are happy that there is this contribution of our fanmly
personally as well as officially to the founding of Asean.

"Here | am as President of the Phillpinnes also playing a position to
contribute to the further consolidation and strengthening of Asean for the
future," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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