01/ 09/ 1997

Prepare for gl obal changes, PM advi ses Mal aysi ans

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yest erday urged Mal aysi ans to prepare for
future plans of action and strategies to enable themto face gl obal
changes and chal | enges.

The Prime Mnister said this is to ensure the nation's true | ndependence
in the years ahead as it noves towards a new gl obal era where vast changes
wi Il occur in view of rapid devel opment in science and technol ogy.

If the people fail to gear thenselves towards facing the changes -
especially in information technol ogy, nultinmedi a and conmuni cati ons which
will result in the globalisation of all hunman activities - the country
may not be able to keep abreast of the devel oped nations, he said.

"As such, the people should prepare fromnow to face the new
mllennium" he said in his nmessage in the souvenir programre for the 40th
Nat i onal Day.

In 40 years of I|ndependence, the Prime M nister said, Ml aysia has
experienced rapi d devel opnment and i s now novi ng towards beconi ng an
i ndustrialised nation.

Due to its successes, Ml aysia has becone a nodel to other devel opi ng
nati ons and Musli mcountries, he added.

The nation's devel opnment has benefited all races. However, for continued
progress, the people nust strive further to inprove skills, efficiency and
know edge in their respective fields, he said.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded t he people not to neglect noble val ues when
pursui ng progress and devel opnent, noting that the Governnent seeks to
stri ke a bal ance between physical and spiritual devel opnent to pronote a
civil society.

The approach is inline with this year's National Day thene, "Virtuous
Behavi our Towards a Successful Society,” which is chosen to highlight the
need for self-resilience in dealing with influences that could cause nora
decay and destroy the structure of our society, he said.

Meanwhi | e, chairman of the 1997 National Day central committee, Culture,
Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik, said that all quarters
shoul d invol ve thenselves in the Government's efforts to pronote noble
val ues, especially anong the younger generation, so that virtuous
behavi our will becone a way of life.

Sabbaruddin said that only virtuous behavi our and a high | evel of
comm t ment and determ nation can ensure the success of a society.
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