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Mahat hi r - Envi r onnent
PRESERVE NATURAL ENVI RONVENT, DR MAHATHI R TELLS PEOPLE

JERANTUT, March 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wants the people to preserve the natural environnent because it is
the country's nmjor asset which can increase their incone.

"How we nmake use of it is very inportant as it wll determ ne whether
we will be rich or poor,"” he said at the neet-the-people session at Sekol ah
Kebangsaan Kual a Tahan, here today.

He said the nature is God's gift and the people nust exercise care in
its exploitation so as not to jeopardise its beauty.

The government encourages touri sm because it generates incones at all
ti mes, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that if the natural environment is not preserved
tourists will not cone and the people's incones will not increase

He said the governnent wants to help the people to increase their
i ncones but they nust take the efforts to better thenselves.

"We want nore secondary class especially the Bum putera. That is why
the people nust take the efforts as the government can only show the way,"
he said, adding that sone people did not take advantage of the
opportunities provided.

Dr Mahathir cited as exanple the Felda schene in Perlis where the
settlers engaged others to tap rubber trees and eventually the |and woul d
bel ong to the hired workers.

The governnent provided them opportunities to make noney and they
wasted it, he said.

On his visit to the National Park, Dr Mahathir said he is satisfied
with the devel opment in the area which has changed nmuch since his |ast
visit 11 years ago.

He said the influx of tourists have increased the incones of the |ocal
people and there are now five floating restaurants in the National Park. --
BERNAMA
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