20/ 02/ 1997
Preserve wildlife within reason: M nister

Kang Si ew Li

CULTURE, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k said yesterday
he fully supports Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s call for
a bal ance between devel opnent and wildlife preservation in the country.

Speaking to reporters after the weekly Cabinet neeting in Kuala Lunpur
yest erday, Sabbaruddin said Mal aysia should pay little heed to groups from
sonme European countries which constantly harp on wildlife preservation
wi t hout studying the situation.

"I'n the end, nothing is done," he said, adding that the exercise in
wildlife preservation should be "reasonabl e".

"This is not to say we (the Governnent) are not concerned about the
forests or the extinction of wild aninmals, but not to the extent of
sacrificing human lives or the country's progress,"” he said.

He said the Governnent has to nake its own judgenent about what is best
for the country and the peopl e.

"For exanple, to show our concern about flora preservation, a total of
RM340, 000 was spent on the construction of an enbanknent in order to save
a tree (known as Pokok Jelutong) | ocated next to the Kuala Lunpur Tower,"
he sai d.

Sabbaruddin said no trees are felled indiscrimnately as long as this
does not inpede the country's devel oprent.

He added the Governnent al so takes into consideration the viewpoints of
non- gover nrent al organi sations (NGOs) if they are registered with the
Regi strar of Societi es.

"W will not accept the views of any NGO whi ch has only a handful of
menbers, " he said, adding that they may be exploited by certain
i ndividual s with vested interests.
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