06 MAR 1997
Mandel a-vi si t
PRESI DENT MANDELA ARRI VES FOR FI VE-DAY VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 6 (Bernamm) -- South African President Nel son
Mandel a arrived here today to begin a five-day visit to Ml aysia, the final
leg of his 10-day tour of four Asean nations.

Mandel a, 78, acconpanied by his conpanion G aca Machel, was received at
the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

He is acconpani ed by a 115-nenber del egation, including ninisters,
senior officials and businessnen.

This is Mandela's first visit to Ml aysia since beconming the republic's
head of state.

The South African president made a trip to Malaysia in 1993, a year
before the first free and non-racial elections in South Africa took place
on April 27, 1994.

Mandel a, who has been to the Philippines, Brunei and Singapore, was
| ater given a cerenonial welconme at Parlianent Square.

On hand to receive himwas the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar.

Al so present was Raja Pernmisuri Agong Tuanku Naji hah.

Mandel a t hen inspected a guard-of - honour nounted by 103 nen and four
officers fromthe first battalion of the Royal Malay Reginent (RAMD) |ed by
Mej Handi Abdul Rahman.

The national anthem of the two countries were played by the RAMD s
Armour Centre band.

The South African |eader was |ater introduced to Cabinet ministers and
foreign dignitaries.

Toni ght, Mandela will attend a state banquet hosted by Tuanku Ja'afar
at |stana Negara.

Tonmorrow, he will hold talks with Dr Mahathir at the Prinme Mnister's
Department. The two |leaders will then witness the signing of bilateral

agreenents.

During his visit, Mandela will visit the Proton autonobile plant in
Shah Alam the Econonmic Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
and the Petronas Twin Towers at the Kuala Lunpur City Centre.

He will deliver a talk at the Institute of D plomacy and Foreign
Rel ations and attend the Second Mal aysi a- South Africa Busi ness Forum
Mandela will also nake a trip to Langkawi before flying hone on Mbnday.

Dr Mahathir and Mandel a have forged close personal ties. The Prine
M ni ster nmade an unofficial stop-over in South Africa in 1992 and his first
official visit in August 1995.

Mal aysi a established dilpomatic relations with South Africa in Novenber
1993 after the dismantlenment of apartheid and has been supportive of the
national unity governnent of Mandel a.

Total trade between Ml aysia and South Africa anpbunted to RVB83 million
in 1995 with South African exports to Ml aysia al nobst doubled to RVB88
million. -- BERNAMVA
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