13 MAY 1997
Mahat hir - Leave
PRESS VERY FREE TO SPECULATE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUVPUR, May 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed said today that the press is free to speculate over his decision to
take a two-nonth | eave begi nning May 19.

"I think the press is very free to speculate,” he said in response to a
gquestion by a foreign journalist on his vacation during which his deputy,
Dat uk Seri Anwar lbrahim wll be appointed the acting Prime Mnister.

The journalist said there had been a |ot of specul ations about his |ong
| eave. She then listed out three of the so-called specul ations.

One was that Dr Mahathir wanted to "test" the capability of Anwar,
while the other was because the Prime Mnister was apparently ill.

The third, according to the journalist, could be because Dr Mahathir
wanted to pronote the Miltinmedia Super Corridor during his vacation abroad.

VWhen the journalist pointed out that the speculations were not from the
nmedia, Dr Mahathir said: "They w |l speculate through the press anyway."

"So, why don't you tell themto assune either one of the three
(speculations),” the Prime Mnister added.

Last Thursday, Dr Mahathir said that his two-nonth | eave had nothing to
do with his health. He said he is taking the |leave to rest while doing sone
work and performing official visits to several countries. -- BERNAVA
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