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PRI ME M NI STER OBSERVES PREPARATI ONS AT G15 SUMM T VENUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanad today toured the new y-opened Pal ace of the Col den Horses here,
venue of the seventh Goup of 15 summit which will begin on Nov 3.

He was briefed on the preparations for the conference by Foreign
M nistry Secretary-General Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad.

Dr Mahathir later inspected facilities provided by the hotel which took
22 nonths to conplete, in tine for the conference, to be attended by heads
of governnents of the G 15 nenber countries.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir witnessed the signing of two contracts to upgrade
the capabilities of the MG 29 aircraft used by the Royal Ml aysian Air
Force (RVAF), after he visited the TechXchange Fair at the M nes
International Exhibition Centre.

The first contract is between the Ml aysian governnment and Aerospace
Technol ogy Systenms Corp Sdn Bhd (ATSC) and the second is between the ATSC
and the Mscow Aircraft Production Organisation "M G (MAPO M@ and the
State Corporation Rosvoorouzhenie.

The nodification work prescribed under the contract would be undertaken
by ATSC at its aircraft maintenance conplex in Kuantan in collaboration
with MAPO MG the aircraft nmanufacturer, and Rosvoorouzhenie.

The signing ceremony was al so attended by Defence Mnsiter Datuk Seri
Syed Hamid Al bar and Russian anbassador to Mal aysia, Vitalay Vorobyev. The
nodi fi cati on works entail the incorporation of aerial refueling
capabilities and the enhancenment of various systens.

Defence M nistry Secretary-General Datuk Azizan Hussein signed on
behal f of the Ml aysian governnent, while MAPO M G was represented by its
deputy director-general, Trifinov Victor Petrovich, and Skoi beda Vassili
Vladimr-orich signed for Rosvoorouzhenie.

The signing of the two contracts marked an inportant nilestone in the
devel opnent of technological and trade relationships between Ml aysia and
Russi a.

The ATSC was fornmed in 1995 as a result of a nmenorandum of
under st andi ng signed between the Ml aysian governnent, MAPO M G and
Rosvoor ouzhenie on June 7, 1994. The conpany is majority-owned by the
M nistry of Finance Incorporated and was fornmed to provide total system
support for the RVAF M G 29 aircraft and rel ated systens and equi pnent. --
BERNAMA
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