16/ 12/ 1997

(Prime mnister Datuk Seri ... )

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said "people are free to
interpret"” the Asean Plus Three neeting between the nine | eaders of the
Associ ati on of Sout h-East Asian nations (Asean) and the | eaders of China,
Japan and Sout h Kor ea.

"It is obvious that the nmenbers of the Asean Plus Three coincide with
the proposed nenbers of the East Asia Econom c Caucus (EAEC). If you want
to call it that, you can do so. | amnot calling it the EAEC or the East
Asi an Economic Goup," he said in response to a question as to whether the
nmeeting is an EAEC neeti ng.

This is the first time Asean is neeting its north-east Asian
counterparts either formally or informally.
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