22/ 05/ 1997

(Prime Mnister Datuk Seri ... )

LONDON, Wed: Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said he is not
preparing for a "handover to the Deputy Prine Mnister”, however the "fact
remai ns that at sone stage or other | have to stop being the Prinme

M ni ster, either through natural factors or voluntarily".

He was responding to a question froma foreign journalist who wanted to
know whet her he was preparing to hand over the premniership by taking two
to three nonths' break and appointing Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas Acting
Prime Mnister for the first tinme.

Dr Mahathir al so brushed asi de concern about his health and told a
British television journalist: "You are taking pictures of nme, you can
see... (that | amin good health).

( END)
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