06/ 11/ 1997

(Prime Mnister Datuk Seri ... )

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad says the proposed Asian
monet ary fund shoul d be i ndependent of the International Mnetary Fund

| MF).
( "I?‘ you ask for ny opinion, it should be independent of the IM," he
sai d when asked for his comrent yesterday. The fund was proposed by Sout h-
East Asi an nations and Japan to conpl enent the | M s assi stance programres
in facing of the currency crisis.

The | MF, Asian Devel opnment Bank and Worl d Bank in an about-face was
reported on Tuesday to have expressed support for the regional initiative.
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